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I. The Fundamental Doftrine of the Romiſh Charch, 
That the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Peter was the Head and 


+, - 


Governour of all the Apoſtles and of all the Church,' is - 
not conſiſtent wth the ſacred Seriptares but is flat comrary 
to them. 4  achae? 


as... A. i... ti th ht 
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was to. 
other places of Scripture, that thiz'#s not the meaning of 
For Barr Similitude whereit the Church * compared 
Jeſus Chrift our bleſſed Lord is the-fole and only Foundari 
none Can pretend to be a Fou irf ſuch a 'high manner as he 
is fo-. this the Apoſtle St. Paul hath plainly taugheus, 1 Cor. 3. 
1 I. For other Foundation can no man lay ,} than that it laid, which js 
eſus Chrift, Here, when ſome were pretending to be of Pesl, and 
of Apelos, the Apoſtle doth polmvely affirm, That Chriſt Jeſus 
is the Foundation upon which the Chriſtian Church was to be built, 
: and neither Peal, nor Apolos, nor Cepber or Peter, are to ftand fn 
& | competition with: him 1n this reſpe&. Arid when the Foundation 
y is attributed co the Apoſtles, they are mentioned together, and Chi 
i is called the chief Corner-RRone. Epbeſ. 2. 20; ſaith St; Panl;, Avid 
_ are bailt upon the Foandation of the Apoſtles and Propher, Joe Chriſt " 
i binvfelf berng .the chief Corner-fome. And itt St. Fobw's holy Feraſalemh, 
| the Apoſtles are all equally A Rt. 24.14. And the Wall of 
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not only Se. Perer, but ochers alſo are [pes agg Pillars of the 
ad when: 


1/43 
the City had twelve Foundation: (ſaith he) and in them the name: of the 


twelve Apoſtles of the Lamb. The Apoſtles, we ce, are all concern- 
' ed in the Foundation of the Chriftian Church; and it was to be buike 


upon them all as Miniſters in this- Spiricual Building, and in rel 
the Do&rine and Foundation of Chrift which they laid 3 and Sc. 
Peter alone is not the Foundation. of the. Chriſtian: Church. And 


Cures Gel 3. fanh, ® Pad; "fad whe Janes, Copha and 
ohn, whe ſeemed to. he pillars, perceived. the grace. thej war given wats 
me——, Temes 5 | ale accounted as Pillars of the-Church 
as well as Cephbes, that is Peter. Icis plain, we ſee, that St. Peteriwas 
not enim to be the fole Foundation of the Chriſtian Church ; 


| and that nothing can be fairly urged: from theſe words of our Saviour 


to him, to prove him to be the Univerſal Head of the Church. 
- Again our bleſſed Saviour promiſeth to St. Peter the Keys of theKing- 


| *Jomof Heaven, and s pomer of binding and looſing. Mer. 16. 19; And] 


will give unto thee ( 


he to Par) the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: 
and wha;ſoever thes ſbek bind on yarth, ſhall be bound in beavm; anil what- 
ſcever thes (þ looſe on carvb" ſooll:be loeſed im heaven. | Here we ſee thac 
very great Power indecd is promiſed to St. Peter ; but yet this doth not ac 
all prove him to. be the Univerſal Head over all the Church: For this 
ſeems not tobe. an afual Grant. of this Power, but only. a Promiſe ; 
and the actual conferring of this Power doth clear. this matter, That 
it was not granted to Se. Paer alone, but.to all the; Apoſtles. This 
may, be clearly ſeen by theſe places. | Adetr..25. 18.- Verity 1 ſay unto 


you ((aich our Lord) wherſcever ye ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound i 


beaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth, ſhall be loofed in heaven, Here 
the Power of Binding and Looling, the ſame Power that St. Peter 
was ©. have, is as firmly ratified. and confirmed to all the Apoſtles 
as'it is. to St. Peter, and he could .pretend to no- Power above his fel- 


low-Apoſtles And after our Saviour's Reſurrection, immediately 


before his aſcenſion to Heaven, when he moſt (folemnly inveſted the 
Apoltles with this Power, he equally gave it to them all. Feb. 20. 


eps Al 23. Then ſaid Feſus to them agein, Peace be wnto you: Ar 


Father bath ſent me, even ſo ſend | you. And when be bad ſaid this 
be. breathed on them , and ſaid unto them, Receive ye the Gboſs. 
Whoſe. ſorver fins ye remit, they are remitted unto them : and whoſe ſorver ſin; 
ze .are retained. Here, we (ee, this Power is aRually and 


retain, t 
folemaly Fa fo upon them all: And the Commillion. is large,. bear- 
correſpondence with that which. God the: Father gave hes: 
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"Power is given wnto me in heaven and in earth. . Go ye therefore, and 


forever 1 beve commanded yow-, Here our Saviour tells his Apoltles-. 


' to Se; Peter alone, And. Mar, 16+ 15 ; And be feid unto them, Go 36 


E539 


Ve Tribes 
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did' the reft of the holy: Apoſtles. ' 


Again the Care of Chriſt's Flock:s :recommiegded to Sc. Peter. 
Fob: 21. 15—17. Feſwur ſaith -to Simon Peter, Simon Sov of Jonas, 
looeff thou me more than theſe Ho ſaith nuco'bim; ye Lord, thou know- 
Mien 'f lows thee. He ſaith nnjo bim, Feid: my. ELambi, He ſaith v6: 

” again the ſecond time , Symon Sow of Jonas, loveff thou me? He 
ſaith, yea' Lord, thow knoweft that I love thee. He ſaith unto bins, 
Feed my Sheep: And fo a third time. But this doth not prove that 
St. Peter had any Power and Authority granted hiaz over -the reſt of 
the Apoſtles by 'oar bleſſed Saviour... And we may'ſee that our bleſſed 
Saviour hath recommended the Care of hes:Churcthteo all the Apoſtles, 
and commanded them all to 'preach'! the Goſpel: and: to baptize. 
Matt. 28, 18— 20. 4nd Feſar came and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All 


reach all Nations, beptizing thens in' the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : Teaching them 10. obſerve. all things 


that all Power was given- im m Heaven and in Earth; . and. there 
fore becauſe he had received this full Power, he-:ſends them all forth - 
with Power to-preach and baptize, and grants not this Commilli 


1860. 


.yerſion of the Gentiles, as he did 
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- #110 all the World, and preach the Guſpel to every Criature, The lame 


Cormiffion, we ſee, is granted to ther all ind without 
manner of of prelation. And accordingly they al ne chow « theo: 


_ ecution Of it, ver. 20: And they went forth, and 
rag in Perk Reo plomretog fro? ror? aj us that the Goſpel 


| Jews) was committed to Se. Peres. ' Got: 2: 7s 17. "Bu ener Yee 
St. Pau!) when they- [aw that the Goſpel of. the Unci age. ants. - 
mitted unto me, 8s the Goſpel of the:Cirenmeifion was mnto Peter. And 


ſaith he in the following verſe, v. $ ; For be that wrought L ay Fl 


Peter to the A 6 ireumcifion, the Was 
nh Gone two Crane fethat' St. -Pael bad che ns Comm 
oN/r0 prea pel to.the Gontiles, that. St. Payer had to preach 


Wonden by him for che Con- 
St. Peter for ths Converlzon of 
> fole Care of the Church was 


| to al Jem pt prune ng 
farther ſhows that 


the Jews: which 


-worts (Feed wy Lambr,” and; fit 17 Shay) no Super and Aucho 


rity is granted to St. Peter over the reſt of the GS. 


an th Se, As. ſeems ſometimes to be the Mouth of the Apoſtles, 
ker amongſt then. Bar this can, argue: no 

$ bocaule St.” Fame fnoms ina more.eminent 
' he; And palltth Sentence + in. the - whole 
s and ==—n> when St» ——_ himſelf allo was 
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.ner doth St..-Fawes, and not St- Pater, paſs Sentarice is this Aſſembly 
.of the Apoftics and Elden.. And this we fe4-©-followed by them 
al :\wer, 22 —29. Thes pleaſed it 1he. Apef los aud Elders with the whole 
Church, te ſend choſon men of their own p__ fo:Anaoeh, wb Paul 
ond Barnabas —+. Sr, Fomeu' was Prefident and chief Speaker 
in 2 more eminent manning then cver.we read ike Sr. Pri wac; and 
it may 2s fairly bs argued that he was Superior. im-Authority; as ic 


_ may that St, Pover was o. 


Again. St. Peter is oft named firſt in the:Catalogues of the les 
* bv Goſpels. ' Bue pe ies _ {un eee F ku gy va prove EO 
- a Superio rey over ! . all lognes ſome ane -1 | 
named firft;z and for his Age, or becauſo he was an aftivo and for- 
ward man among the Apoſtles, or for ſame fach reaſon St: Perer 
may be firſt named. But to ſhew that nothing of. Superiority can 
be proved from hence, yo ray {ce that St. Paw! uſeth no ſuch con- 
ſtant order, 'Gel. 2. 9; It is, Fawes, Cipher, and Fabn z where Copbas 
(which is another nameof Ferer) is ſer after Famer, And 1 Cas. 15, 
he nameth Peel and poge before him: i And {o 1: Civ. 2122. | This 
Priority of Order in the Goſpels will prove nothing of Superiority 
that he had over them. * Theſe are the chief places of Scripture that 
are urged (0'prove that $e, Peter was the and Governor of the 
Apoſtics, and had Authority gver-them. But any impartial Reader 
may £6. that theſes - places will amet ay, >. to this- 6, 
paralich places ſhewing as much concerning thoreſh of 'the 


wer ae madocvte- Shad and Qoverned 
the Church, 'and that 


vernor of all the reſt. 


Saviour would 
loved Diſcole. 


him,” 1hat bs ſhould a5] ſpake. St. Fobn 
1: the hg le, as —_—_ ſee by - i 
And $8. Peter had recourſe to him,. deſiring bim to agk our 


rning this matter; when he was fearful to aik him himſelf. 
was upoh the Croſs, he. recommended 

aid not to St. Peter's, Fob. 19. 26, 27. 
Mather, and the Diſciple f anding by, whom 
Woman, bebold thy Son. Then {aid 


R's Vicar 


tbr 
ele to be 
.the Charch, let 
Here mn Matters 
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of -Injury and Wrong che laſt 
1s to the Church: And if an 


have no more 
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ſhell be bound in Heaven—, v. 18. 


Power. And immediatly upon this-our 
words: Wba:ſcever je ſhall bind on earth, 
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Againour bleſſed Lord hath ſufficiently ſhewed, that no one of his 


Diſciples was to exalt himſelf above the reſt, and to Domineer and 
Lord it over them. He forewarned them that they ſhould not be called 
Rabbi, becauſe they were all Brethren and of an equal Rank and 
Order. Matt, 23. 8 ; But be not ye called Rabbi (ſaith onr Lord to 
them) for one is your Maſter, even Chrift, and ye are all brethren. And 
when there was a ſtrife among them which of them ſhould be the 
greateſt ; our Saviour expreſly tells them, that it ſhould not be fo a- 
mongſt them as it was among the Gentile Kings, that one of them 
ſhould exerciſe Lordſhip and Dominion over the reſt. Luk. 22. 24—, 
And there was alſo 447 among them, which of them ſhould be account- 
ed the greateſt. | And be ſpid wnto them; The Kings of the Gentiles ex- 
erciſe Lordſhip over them, and they that exerciſe authority upon them, are 
called benefattors. But ye ſhall not be ſo; but he that is greateſs among 
you, let bim be as the younger, and be that is chief, as be that doth ſerve. 
Here we ſee that there was a ſtrife among them , which of them 
ſhould be the greateſt; and this ſhews that our Saviour had exalted 
none of them above his Fellows : For if he had done fo, this Diſpute 
would have ceaſed, and they would have all acquieſced and fat down 
contented with what their Lord and Maſter done, and have ac- 


counted St. Peter the chief, if our Saviour had made him ſo. Bur - 


our Saviour having determined nothing in this mateer, they fall to 
ſtrife about it. And at this time he grants no Pre-eminence to Se, 
Peter above the reſt ; which ſure he would havs ; if he had 1n- 
tended that St. Peter ſhould have been the Head of them all. Bute 
inſtead of this he ee them, that no one of them ſhould 
Lotd it over the reſt, as the Gentile pn, obo nw Lordſhip over 
the Gentiles. It is plain then, That our bleſſed Saviour granted to 
St. Peter no Superiority and Authority over the reſt of the Apoſtles. 
Thirdly, We find no footſteps of any Superiority and Power over 
the reſt of the Apoſtles that ever St. Phter claimed or pretended to. 


- He arrogated no ſuch Supreme Authority ever the reft ; but ſhews a 


more humble Mind, as it became a Diſciple and an Apoſtle of ſuch 
a Maſter of «py dara Condeſcenfjon as our bleſſed Saviour was. 
He ftiles himſelf a Servant and an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt in his 
Epiſtles, and gives himſe]f no Title of Superiority. 2 Per. 1.1. Peter 
an Apoſtle of Cſs Chrift, f0 the fr —, And 2 Pa. I.1. Simon 
Peter, 4 Servant and an —_ of Feſws Chrif—. He exhorts the 
Elders to feed the Flock of God among them, and ſaith that he alſo 
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thety. 1 Pet, 5.1. The Elders which are amtong you I exbort; who .am. 


#lſo an Elder, and @ witneſs of the ſufferings of Chrik—. He joins 
himſelf with the reſt of the Apoſtles, and ſaith, the Commandmenc 
of us the Apoſtles, and aflerts no Authority of his- above theirs: 
2 Pet, 3.2. That ye may be mindful of the words which were (pokets 
before L the holy Prophets, and of the commandment of us the Apopoles 
of the Lord and Saviour. He pretends here no more but to be of the 
ame level with the reſt of the Apoſtles, and aſſumeth no Authorry 
above them. He diflwadeth the Elders from Lording it over God's 
heritage. '2 Pet, 5. 3—. Feed the flock of God { {;ath he) which is among 
you, taking the overſight thereof not by conſtraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind: Neither ar being Lords over God's be- 
ritage '; but being _ to the flock. From hlthy Lucre and Lord- 
ing it over the Flock he difſuades them ; and we may be ſure that 
he let ap; Bag: 11] Example herein. He afficmeth our bleſſed Savi- 
our to be the chief Shepherd, and enforcech his Exhortation by the 
Crown that they ſhould receive from him, and doth not urge any 
ſupreme Authority of his own. wv. 4. And when the chief Shephegd ſhall 
appear po he) ys foal receive « Crown of Glory that fadath not away. 


- Such 15 his carriage and demeanor, andthere-is no appearance of an 


Superiority and Authority that he uſurped or claimed over the re 
of the Apoſtles. 


Fourthly , We may plainly fee by the Arts of the Apoſtles, and by 
the Epiſtles of St. Pow, thac St, Peter had no, Power nor Authority 
overths reſt of the Apoſtics, . Whon the-Apnibies at Ferifulm hear 
that Samaria had received. the Goſpel, they ſent Peter and Fobn' to 
them, to confirm them therein,- and that they might receive the 


M by 
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Holy Ghoſt. 4&; 8, 14. Now, when the Apoſtles which were at Jetu- 


ſalem, beard that Samaria had received the word of God, they ſent unto 
them Peter and John: Here: we {ce thas, St.; Peter, as'well 'as St; Joby, 
is ſent by the Apoſtles 'to theſs new Converts at Samaris. And 
herein they a& as Miniſters under the Apoſtles. For, as our Lord 


ſaich, Fob. 13.16; He that 4s femt is not groater than be that ſent hins. 


And hereby we fee that St.- Petex was not 'accounted their Superior 
no more than. St. fFob% The right hands of Fellowſhip were given 
to. Paul and Barnabas by Farys and Fobn, and: Peter himf(elf- too. 
Gal. 2. 9. And when James, Cephas and John (faith! Sc. Paul) who 


| ſeemed to be pillars , perceived the grace that was given. unto me, they 


gove 10 we and Barnabas tbe right bends of fellowſtyp, ' thet we ſhould 
go wnie the Heathen, and they uno the Circumcifion.” Barnabas and. Pal. 
| are 
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are not commanded by them as Miniſters under them , but taken 


into Fellowſhip with them ; and this is done by Famer and Joby as 
well as Peter ; and they are to take care of the Church of the Genres, 
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| ſhews that St. Peter was not the Head of the Apoſtles; and 
in an Order above them : For he ſhews that the Apaſiles in general 
are the firſt Order of Men in the Church. x Cer. 12. 28. And God 
bath ſet ſome in the Church (faith he) firf Apoſtles, ſecondarily Pro- 
phars, thirdly Teaobers — . And Epbeſ, 4 11, faith he; And be gave 
ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evargeliſts, and [ame Pa-, 
ffors and Teachers. For the perfeFm of the Saipt i. Apoſtles are 
the firſt that our blefſed Saviour hath ſer and appointed in his Church, 
as the Apoſtle here plainly ſhews, and St. Peter was not ſct up as a 
Head above them all. And we may ſee that St. Payl ated as wholly 
gndependent upow St; Perer, He ordained Timorby Biſhop of Epheſin, 
and gave him Inſtructions and Commands bowitogatry himlait; and 
what Perſons he ſhou'd ordain. 1 Tin, 3. And he gave him a,fulemn 
Charge to obſerve what he had written to him, 1 Tim. 5. 214 $&. 
rbee ( faith thee) before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the elect” 
Angels, that thou obſerve theſe rhwgs without preferring one before ano- 
_ #$&+, He gave himlaſtrucions and Commands and this ſolemn 
; B 2 Charge 


[13 
Charge te obſerve them; but here is no mention of any Power de- 
rived Se. Peter, or any account to be rendred to him. He alſo 


ordained Tirw Biſhop of Crete, and gave him Inſtru&ions how he 


ſhould carry and demean himſelf. Tir. 1. 5. For ths cauſe (faith he 

left I hee bs Crete, that thou ſhouldeft ſet im order the things that w 
wanting, and ordein Elders in every City, as I had appointed thee. 
Titzs was to walk according to his InſtruQions, and as St. Paul had 
appointed him, and without any regard at all to St. Perer, ' And St. Paul 
of himſelf, without any Power or Direion from St. Peter, gave Or- 
ders and Commands in all Churches where he came and planted the 
Goſpel. 1 Cor. 7.17. But God hath diftributed #0 every man ( (ith 
he) as the Lord bath called every one, ſo let him walk; and ſo ordain 1 
i al Churcher. Tt is not St. Peter, but St. Paw! himſelf thar doth 
thus ordain in all Churches, And 1 Cor. 16. 1 ; faith hez Now con- 
cerning the Colleiow for the Saints, as 1 beve given order to the Chur- 
ches of Galatia, even ſo do ye. And he ſheweth that the Care of all 
the Churches lay upon him: 2 Cor. 11.28. It is plain that St. Paul 
ated without any dependence upon St. Peter ; and that the Goſpel 
of the Uncircumcifion was committed unto him, as the Goſpel of the 
Circumciſion was to St. Peter, Gel. 2.7. In the Diviſions at Corinth, 


fome affirmed themſelves to be the Diſciples of Pexl, and others of 


Avollss ; which ſhews that they knew nothing of St. Perer's being the 
—_ over all the Church, and had been inſtruQed in.no arg ron 
of Dodrine. 1 Cor. 1. 12— Now this I ſoy, that every one of you ſaith, 
7 aw of Paul, and I of Apolles, and 1 of Cephas, and I of Chr 2 
Chriſt divided? was Paul crucified for you ? or | were ye baptized im the 


Name of Paul ? And theſe Diviſions St. Paul blamed and affirmeth 


that chey were the Miniſters of Chriſt and the Goſpel, and inftrus 
them in no Su cy of St. Peter's, 1 Cor. 3. 3-> For ye are yet car- 
wat © faich bed fir whereas there "us among you we and ftrife and 
diviſions; are ye not carnal, and walk as men?—- then is Paul? 
and who is Apollos? but miniſters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
goue 19 every mens. By theſe and ſuch places it is clear that St. Perer 
was not exalted above the reſt of the Apoſtles, and that this Poſition 


and Dodrine of the Church of Rowe | That St. Peter was the 


Had and Governor of all the Apoſtles and of all the Church 
is noe conſiſtent with the ſacred Scriptures but direRly contrary to 


them. 
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C. 83: [3 LS 
IL. Their Poſition and Doftrine, That the Biſhops of 
Rome do ſucceed St. Peter in ſuch a Supreme Power 


. and Authority, and are now the Head of all the Chri- 


ſtian Church, is not conſiſtent with the ſacred Scriptures, 
but direftly contrary to them. 


” his is proved by what hath been ſaid already : For if St. Peter had 
' no ſuch Univerſal Power and Authority over the Apoſtles and all 


the Church (as it is clear that he had not) then the Romer Biſhops have 
no ground to pretend to ſucceed him in ſuch a ſupreme Power and 
Authority. This is altogether vain, ſeeing there s no truth in che 


- former. And there is no proof at all that they ſhould be Se. Peter's 


Heirs and Succeſſors, and be the only Maſters of that Power and Au- 
thority which he had in the Church. And how then can they aſſume 
ſuch an Univerſal Power and Authority which he had not? Heb. 5. 4. 
And no man teketh this honour unto himſelf ( (aith the Apoſtle ) bat 
be that is called of God, as was Aaron, And how then can the Bi- 
ſhops of Rome juſtly aſſume to themſelyes ſuch a ſupreme anduniver- 
ſal Power over all the Church, cl] they can ſhew ſome Divine Com- 
miſlion for it ? And for ſuch Authority they have no Plea nor Co- 
lour from the ſacred Word of God. There is no clear place in the 
ſacred Scriptures to om that ever St. Peter was at Rowe; and he 
wrote no Epiſtle to them, to confer any Power upon them; and in 
ſe Epiſtles that he wrote, he makes no mention of any ſuch Power 
and ſupreme Authority that they were to have. St. Peter was chiefly 
the Apoſtle of the Few:, as St, Poul ſheweth; Gal.2.7. And how 
then can the Rowen Gentiles pretend that all his. Power is devolved 
upon them 2 St. Peter was much at Jeruſalem, and the Biſhops of that 
place might have had a better Title to be his Succeſlors in a higher 
manner than others, if a were to have been ſo, than. the Bi 
of Rome can have ; becauſe he was chiefly and primarily the Apo» 
ſtle of the Fews. St. Peter was allo at Antioch ſome time ; Gel. 3.11. 
And the Biſhops of that place may alledg as good a Plea to be his 
Succeſlors, as the Biſhops of Rowe can. Again, St. Paul writes an Epi- 
ſtle to the Rowens, and ſeveral Epiſtles from Rome ; but no intimation: ' 
in them that the Biſhops of thac place only were to be St. Peters Suc- 
ceflors and to have an univerſal Power and Authority over the whole 


Church. And from hence we may {ee that St, Pew! knew nothing of -_ 


C I ] 


(ſuch univerſal Power that the Roman Biſhops wers to have : For if he 

ad known thac@pr typed Lard thad deſigned chem to be the Univer- 

1 Paſtors over all the Church, we may be ſure that he would nac 

ave been wanting to have 1nftructed the Churches, to which he 
wrote, in this great Poine of Duty, and to bave jet chem know where 
the Supreme Pomgr of che Church wes lodged, that they might have 
had recourſe to it 1n all weighty Concerns. The Apoftle command- 
eth Chriſtians, Heb. 13.17, To obey them that have the Rule over 
them, and to ſubmic themſelves, but not a word of obeying the Ro- 
10.47 _— or any regard that is to be had to him more than to 
a2QOQtner. ; 


Again, if any place ſhauld have been Inveſted with ſuch a Supreme 
Power over all the-Chnſtian Church, we may well conclude thac 


' Feru/alew ſhould have been the place: For more 1s ſaid of that place 


cending this way, than of any place inthe whole World beſides. This 
ts the place that is renowned above all others in the ſacred Word of 


God; and the Biſhops of «his place might have pleaded the moſt of all 


tor 4 Divine Right of Governing the Univerſal Church of Chriſt. For 
this was the Holy City, as:St. Matthew calls it, Mais. 4.5. "Chis was the 
City of the Great King, as our Saviour himlelf calls ix, Maes. 5. 35. Noi- 
ther by Jeruſalem({aith be) for #t is the City of the Gress Kivg. This was 
the City of the Lard of Hoſts, tbe Great King of all Kings. This was 
the place where Chriſt the Great Shepherd of all did execciſe the 
Power that God the Father gave him over all the Church; and tar 
whoſe ſacred Temple he ſhewed ſo much Zeal, and was ſo much con- 
cerned; Adar. 11.15 —- Within the juriſdidtian- of this City, and 


among the 'Fews who-had a.dependence upon this City as their great 


lis, did our Lord-do all his Miracles and exerciſed his Pa- 
Roral Office. 'Dhis. was the great Metropolis of the whole World, 
and there had Almighty God.recorded his Holy Name. ' P/#l.$5.2, 3; 
'The Lord leweth the gates of Zion, mare thaw «il the dwellings of Facet: 


| 1Glerions things are. ſpoken of thee, O City of God. Great Matters were 


4poken and predicted of ths City. 'This was t@ be the:Cicy,of Truth; 


Zac. V..z. Ther ſaith the Lord, I am returved nnto Zion, and will 


dwell in the wil(t of Feruſalem, and Ffern{alem ſhel be colled the City 
of Truth, 'and the Mountain of the Lord of boſts,abe boly dewntouw, This 


-was-the place trorg whence the Law was to go forth, accarding to the 


predictions of the Prophets. 1/e. 2.3. 4nd max peaple fro go and {ay ; 
Come ye, and let us go up t01be Mount aiv of the dure; to the kiewſe of the 
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[5 J 
bas paths: For out of Zion ſhall go forth the Law, and the Word of th 
Lerd from: Feruſalem; And Micah 4.2 ; For the Lew ſhall go forth of 
Zion, and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem From this place was 
the Law and Word of God to 'go forth. This 1 the place where 
God- is faid to dwell for ever; and he promiſeth to cloath her Prieſts 
with Salvation. P/al. 132. 13, 14. For the Lord bath choſen Zim, be 
hath deſired it for bas habitation : This 1s my Reſt for ever. And wey. 16, 
I will alſo closth ber Prieft: with Salvation=. This is ſaid of this plaog 
and the Prieſts thereof. Here the Holy Ghoſt came down upan the 
Apoſtles on the day of Pexrecoft; As 2. Here was held the firſt Coun- 
cil; A#. 15. And St. James, that was Biſhop of Feraſalem, was Pre- 
fident of this Council of Apoſtles and Elders. And it all this, and 
much more, be ſaid of this place in' the Word of God'; we may be 
fare that Fersſ/alem ſhould have been the plaee of Supremacy and 
Power over all the Church, if any place ſhould have been ſo. We 
may be ſure that the Biſhops of this place ſhould have been the Uni- 

verſal Head of the Church, if there ſhould have been any ſuch Head : 
For more may be ſaid for a Divine: Right, of Rulmg over all che 

Chureh, for Feruſalem, than for any place in the whole World befidgs- 
But ſecing Jeruſalem has no ſuch Superiority, and doth: not exalt' it * 
ſelf over all other places, we may be ſure chat no other place ought 
to do ſo3 For| Rome or any other place cannot ſtand in Compention 
with it for Superiority, or urge any thing out of the ſacred Oracles to 


=y 


countervail what is ſaid of 


Again, we may ſee that it 15 an impoſſible thing for one ſpiritual, 
Paſtor to ſuperintend and overlook the Aﬀairs of the whole Church, 
and todo it in ſuch a Chriſtian manner as it ought to be done. There 
is no more likethood- that one Biſhop ſhould Rule and ſee to the whsle: 
Church, than that one Temporal Prince ſhould govern the whole 
World; winch hath never yer been done, fince ir hath been overſpread; 
with Inhabitants. Ic is altogether impoſlible for one Paſtor to take 
Care of the Church that is ſcattered into the four quarters of the: 
Earch, and te. adminifter Affiſtance to places a thouſand or perhaps 


| fonr or fix thouſand miles from him; To ſuch he can be nothing 
 but.am Inuile Ponds, and hinder them of that ſpeedier Help and Suc- 
' cour which otherwiſe they might have, by having Paſtors of their. 
| own, that could a without waiting for his tedious. Commiſſions, 


| Anditis clear that particular 2::& National Churchgs had Power tos. 
| govern themſelves, without any dependance art; all. upon the TR 
| : of. 
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[16 ] 
of | Rome; The Epiſtles to the Corimtbians do ſhew that they had 
Power. to yum their own Church according to St. Paw!'s Dire- 
re&ions and Commands. 1 Cor. 5, 12. Do not ye judge them that are 
within? ſaith the Apoſtle. And by the Power of Chriſt were they to 
deliver over the Inceſtuovs Perſon to Satan. wer. 4, 5; I» the Neme of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt ( faith St. Peul ) when ye are gathered together, and 
my ſpirit, with the Power of our Lord TJeſws Chrift, To deliver ſuch an 
one unto Satan for the deſtruttion of the fleſh, that the ſpirit may be ſaved 
in the day of the Lord Feſw. In this weighty Matter which was to be 


' done in ſuch a ſolemn manner, there was no need of any Authoricy 


from St. Peter or Rome, but they might at of themſelves with the 
Power of Chriſt. And faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 14. 40 ; Let all cbings 
be done decently and in order. By this Chapter and other places in his 
Epiſtles to the Corinthiens, we may clearly ſee that St. Pex/ doth give 
them full Power to govern and rule their own Church, without any 
dependance at all upon Rome or _ other Church. 'And the Epi- 
ſles to Teamothby and Tiras do Jun ew that they had Power to do 
ſo too. And our Lord, as I have ſhewed before, hath expreſly de- 
clared that no one of his Diſciples ſhould Lord it over the reſt as the * 


*Kings of the Gentiles did: Meats. 25. 25—. And this plainly ſhews 


that all the Pretences of the Rowen Church of this kind are vain and 
groundleſs, and not at all conſiſtent with the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


Bu farther, It is our Lord's Prerogative and Peculiar to be the Chief 
Shepherd and the Univerſal Head of all the Church ; and choſe thac 
do aſſume ſuch a Title invade his Prerogative and Right. Thus the 
Apoſtles ſhews that our blefſed Saviour Chrift is the Supreme Head 
of the Charch and the Chief Shepherd thereof. Epbeſ. 1. 20—. Which 
be wrought in Chriſt, ( laith the Apoſtle) when be raiſed bim from the 
dead, and ſet him at bu own right band, in the beavenly places, far above 
all Principality and Power —— : And hath put all things under bis feet, 
and gave him to be the Head over all things to the Church, which « bu 


Body. And ſaith he, Epbeſ, 5.23; For the buthend is the head of the 


Wife, even «s Chriſt is the Head of the Church. - And again, Col. 1.18, 
And be is the Head of the Body the Church ; who # the beginning, 
the Firſt-born from the dead, that in all things be might bave the pre- 
eminence... And St. Peter ſheweth that Chriſt is the Chief Shepherd. 
4 Pet. 5.4. And when the Chief Shepberd ſhall appear, (laith he ) ye 
ſhall receive a Crown of glory that fadeth not away. And he tells the 
diſperſed owe to whom he wrote, that chey ought not to Lord ir 
over 's Heruage. wer. 3. Neither as being Lords over God's beri- 

| rages 


L 37 |] | 


rage ; but being enſamples to the flick. We fee that no Biſhops are to 
Domineer' over the Church ; and that ir is our Lord's Right and 
Peculiar to be the Head and chief Shepherd of the Church, and that 
no one ought co invade this Right and Prerogative of his. And no 
one ought to be forward to give ſuch Supremacy and Preeminence to 
any earthly Biſhop, and think it a hgh thing to do lo, % 7 


Lafily, Thoſe that keep not the Dodtrine of che Goſpel pure at 
uncorrupt, but fall to groſs Errors and Herefjes, can be no true Go- * 
vernors of the Church at all, much leſsthe ſupreme Governors r:1cre- 
of This the ſacred Scriptures plainly ſhew. 4 Biſhop muſt be btameleſs 
(laith St. Paul, Tit. 1. 9-9) as the Steward of God-- ; Holding falt the faith- 
ful word;+as be hath bren taught , that be may be able by ſound Deodrine 
both to exibort, and to convince the painſajers. And ſuch men as a&flat con» 
trary tothe Goſpel of Chriſt, do make void their Authority, Ment. 5. 19, 
ſaith our 'blefied Saviour ; Whoſoever therefore ſhall break one of theſe 
lea(t Coinptiandments, and ſhall teach men fo , be ſhall be called thaleaff in the 

King oniiff Heaven, ' And Fob. 15.6. If @ man abide not in me, he is caf 
" forib as 4 branch, and is withered ; and men gather them, and caft them into 
che fire, and they are burned. Noone muſt pretend to be a Paſtor under - 
our bleſſed Lord that doth not carefully obſerve his DoRrine and Com- 
mands; but muſt then expect to be caſt ont like. a withered branch chat 
is to be caſt into the fire and burned. And St. Paw) ſheweth that an 
Apoſtle or an Angel that ſhould pretend to come from Heaven, which 
ſhould preach contrary to the Doctrine of the Goſpe], 1s not to be heard 
and heeded, but to be accounted accurſed. Gal. 1. 8. But rb we (ſaith 
he) or an Angel from Heaven, preach other Goſpel unto yow, than 
that which we bave atrmgy unto you, les w be — 4 As we ſaid 
before, ſo ſay I- now again, if any mon any other Goſpe/ unto you, 
T* that Je -bave received, (hag be fute-rt Bur it is ber eſe 
Papers that Popery is another Goſpel, in chat they make the Pope the 
ſupreme Head of the Church, and allow him a Power to over-rule 
and diſannulthe ſacred Commands of our bleſſed Lord at his own fflea- 
ſure, and to ſet up his own Commands in the room of them. And 
how can the Biſhops of Rome then, that eſtabliſh another Goſpel, and 
whom the Apoſtle here pronounceth accarſed for ſo doing ; How can 
they, I ſay, be any Paſtors at -all of Chriſt's Church? And what 
good Chrittian then, that is zealous for our bleſſed Lord and his ſacred 
Commandments, can comply in ſuch a finful Religion as Popery is? 
And ſaith St. Fobn, 2 Fob. 9—, Whoſcever tranſgreſſeth and abideth not 
in the doitrine of Chriſt ,, hath not ya If. there come any unto Jon, 


1 


ind bring not- this Doftrine, receive bim not into your bouſe, neither bid 

bim Go ou For he that biddeth bim God ſpeed, is | yp aerag of bis evil 

| diedi. We are to have nothing to do, we ſee, with ſuch as keep nor 
the Dodrine of Chriſt pure and uncorrupt, and much lefs to ac- 
count them our true Heads and Governors, And Rev. 232. 18— faith 
St. Fobm; For I teffifie unto every man that bearath the word; of 
the Prophecy of this Book ; If any man ſhall add unto theſe things, God ſhall 
Add unto bim the prague: thar are written in this Boak, And if any man 
ſhall take away ans the words of the Book of this Prophecy, God ſhall 
take away bis part out of the Bock of Lifeqand out of the boly City, and 
from the things which are written in this Book, [t 1s clear 4 theſe places, _ 
chat ſnch as keep not the Do@rine of tae*Golpel of Chriſt pure and 

uncorrupt, cannot be the true Paſtors: and-Gdyernors of the Church 
of Chriſt, nor ſo much as trus Members thefeof, but have*a Wo and ._: 
Curſe denounced againſt them. And ic #*clear_by what 1s. (ſaid in 
theſe Papers, to ſuch as will impartially conſider it, That the Doctrine 
and Practice of the Romiſh Church, is nat conliltegs with the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, but congrary to it; And therefore that chi Biſhops of Rome, 
that are the Patrons of ſuch Do&rine and Practice, cannot be true 
Paſtors of the Church of Chriſt, and much lefs the ſupreme Paſtors 
and Head thereof, if any ſuch ſhould have been. From what hath 
been ſaid upon this and the former Head, it is manifeſt that this 


Dodrine and Poſition of the Ramith.Church, That the Biſhops 
of Rome dv ſucceed St, Peter m a ſupreme Power and 
Aathority over all the Church, is not conſiſtent at all with che 
lacred Word of God, but is quite contrary to 1t. he, 


II, Their keeping the facred Scriptures in a Tongue wun- 
known to the common People, and not ſuffering than to come 
to. the knowledge of them , that they may read them and 
praiſe the things therein commanded, And inſtead of them, 
impoſing their own Commands. and a blind. Belief gapon their 
Profelytes. and Lay Members, is flat contrary tothe Word of 
God, and a very wicked thing. > 


This is a very finful thing, to ſupprels and Rifle'the bleſſed Word 
and Commancs of Almighty God, and a down-right oppoſing __ 
Goſpel 
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Goſpel of Chrift, to endeavour to keep men from: the: knowledge of 
it: This is a quenching of che Light of the facred Scriptures, that 
are to be our guide unto eternal Life : This is highly injurious both 
to God and Man too. We may ſee that God hath commanded thar 
his Word and Laws ſhould be declared and-made known to all men, 
and that all ſhou}d be raughe them. God commanded the Jews thac 
they ſhould teach cheir Children his Laws and Ordinances. Dewt 6. 6, 
And theſe words which 1 command thee this dey ſhall be in thine beart : 
And thou ſhalt teach them diligently wnto thy children, and ſhalt talk of 
them when thou ſitteſt in thine bowſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, 
and when thou lyeſt dewn , and when thou riſeſt 'up. Thus diligently 
were they to teach their Children the Law of the Lord, and often 
to repeat it to them, that they might perfeRly underſtand and know 
it, and not be kept in 1gnorance of it. And this they are often and 
ſrily commanded to do ; Dent. 4. 9—, and 11: 18—+, and 32. 46 —. 
 Andina folemn manner was this Law of Moſes to be read all over 
to all the People at certain times. Dew#. 31.11, When all Iſrael (faith 
Moſes) is come to- appear before the Lord thy God in the place which he 
ſhall chooſe, thou ſhalt read this Law before all [ſrael in their bearing, 
And Moſes read the Book of the Law and Covenant in the audience 
of the People, that they might know it and keep it. Exod. 24 7. 
And be took the Book. of the Covenant, and read in the audience of the 
People : And they ſaid, all that the Lord bath ſaid will we do and be 
obedient. * Moſes read to them in their own [NW 2ga gr they well 
underſtood. And in the Land of Moab by Fordan did he again de- 
clare the Law of God to the Peoplez Dewr. 1.5. And after Moſes, 
Foſhna his Succelior read all the Law. of Moſes to the common Peo- 
ple, thar they might underſtand it and keep it. Foſh. 8. 34, 35." And 
afterward che .xead all the words of: the Law, the bleſſings, and the curfings, 
nod "all that is written in the Bock of the Law. There was not a 
af :be: Moſes commanded, which Joſhua read not before all the 
Congreg Won of Iſrael, with the Women,. and the little ones, and Strangers 
that were converſant among them. Here we ſee that the whole Law | 
was read to all the Congregation, even ſto the Women, Children and 
Strangers gmong them. Good Fo/iab, after the Law of. God had been 
ned For ſome time thro che prevailing of Idolatry, cauſed the 
Law of God to be read in a ſolemn Afembly both to great and ſmall, 
that they might all underſtand it, 2 Kings 24. 2+ And the King went 
up into the bouſe of the Lord, and all the men of Judah, awd all the In- 
habitants of Jeruſalem with him, and the Prieſts aud the Prophets, and. all 
the People both ſmall and great ; - be read mtheir ears all the words of 
2 
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the Book of the Covmant, which was found in the bouſe of the Lord, 
And afer the Captivity we'may feethat Ezre read the Law publick- 
ly to all the People both Men and Women. Neb. 8. 3. And he read 
therein before the ſtreet that wat before the water gate, from the morning 
watil mid-day, before the men and the women, and all thoſe that could un- 
derſtand: And the ears of all the people were attentive unto the Book of the 
Law. And ver. $. So they read in the Book «n the Law of God diffin(#- 
ly, and gave the ſence, and cauſed them to underſtand the reading. And 
ver. 88. Alſo day by day, from the firft day unto tbe leſt dey, be read in 
the Book of the Law of God. And Neb. 9. 3. And they ftood wp. in their 
place, and read in the Book of the Law of the Lord their God ona fourth 
part of the day =. This great care was then taken to inſtcuct all che 
People in the Law of the Lord, and to intzrpret it to them where 


-they did not well underſtand it. - And in the time of our bleed Savi- 


our and his Apoſtles we may ſee that the Law of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets were conſtantly read every Sabbath-day to the common People 
in a Language that hes underſtood. Ads 13.15, And AG: 15..21, 
Fer Moles of old time (ſaith St. Fames) beth in every City them that 
preach him, being read in the Synagogues every Sabbath dey. This we 
ſee was the conſtant praftice of the Jews, when Idolatry and great 
wickedneſs did not prevail over them, to inſtrut the common Peo- 
ple in the Law of God, that they. might hear it: And this they were 
commanded to do. And the ſame we may ſee is required ynder the 


_ - Goſpel, that the common People ſhould till be inſtructed in the Law 


and Word of God. Our bleſſed Lord hath caught us this both by his 
own Practice, and by poſitive Command : For he himſelf read the 

in the Synagogues, and commanded his Apoſtles to teach 
all Nations his Precepts and Cemmands. Luk. 4. 16—. And by came 
18 Nazareth where be bad been brought up; and as bis cuſtom was be 
went into the Synagogue on the Sabbath day, and fioud np fur to reed. 
And there was delivered unto bim the Book of the Prophet 11 This 
we lee he uſually did, and hereby he hath ſhewed us that k is our 
duty to do fo, and to do what we well can to ſtrut all People in 
the Word of God, andinot to keep them in ignorance of it. Andour 
Saviour bid'the Jews to ſearch the Scriptures, and from thence tg un- 
ſtruct themſelves: Fob. 5. 39. Search the Scriptmres ; for in them je 
think je have &t life---. - And ſaith he, A4att. 13, 9. HWbo bath ears 
10 bear, let him bear. And he commanded his Apoſtles aad Miniſters 
to goand ceach all Nations to obſerve all his Commands;and not theic 


.own. Maett. 28. 19,29; Go ye thirefare (laith he) aud teach all Nati- 
women ; Teaching them to obſerwue all things whatſoruer 1 haus commens- 
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ed you. And Mer. 16. 55: And [aid unto thew; Go ye into all ibe World, 


and preach be Goſpel to every creature. The Goſpel and Word 
Sol #6 cas preg hey Coy I ID 
32RGTAance and deprived of it, that would hear jt... , x gives 
— chat his EpilHes ſhould be read to af the Church, and nor: 
be kept from the common People. Col. 4. 16. And whes this Epiſtle 
(laith he) is reed covey You, c6uje thet is be read alſo in the Church of 
the Laodiceans, and that ye hikewiſs read the Epiſtle from Laodicea- 
And ſauh heto the Theſſalonians, 1 Theff. 5. 27; 1 charge you by the 
Lord, that this Epiftle be read unto all the boly Brethren. Such ordec 
and ({uch a charge doth he give that his Epiſtles ſhould be read unto all 
Chriſtians , | that all might hear them, and that they ſhauld not. be 
kept fram the knowledge of any perlons. And he commands Timorhy = 
to be diligent in reading the Ward of God to thoſe under his care. 
1 Tim, 4 13- Till I come (ſach he) give a1tendance to reading, to Ex. . 
bor;ation , to DoBrime. He is to give aucndance in reading the Wor 
of God ro; his Flogk, 85 well os in Exhortatignand DoRrine. By theſe 
and {uch places we may plainly ſee that w'is the Will and poſitive 
Command of Almighty God that his blefled Word ſhould be made 
known to all Men, even to the common People; and that it is a 
chief part of the Office of all Paſtors and Governors to take diligent 
care to.inſtra thole that are under them herein. And God didin an 
extraordinary Manner enable the Sno to ſpeak ſtrange Languages 
for this vary ond. and purpoſe, That they: naghe preach his Ward to 
all People 4m their own Tongues which they underſtood, as we may 
ſee in the Adts of the Apolties. And this alſo ſhews that all men 
ng 2 Low the Word of God in their own Language that they 
ungcritrand, [ i 11 


We may alſo ſee that the Scriptures were written: for Inſtruction, 
Admonition and Comfort, and that the ignorance of them is the 
cauſe of Error. .. Rem. 15. 4. For whatſoever things were written afore- 
time, (laith St. Paul) were written for our learning, that we thro' patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures-migbt have bope, And 1 Cor« 10. 11, Now 
all theſe things bappened unto them for enſamples ; and they are written 
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the World are come. But how 
can the common People and the generality of Men receive Inſtruction, 
Admoniion, and Comfort by them, if they are induftriouſly kept 


FF from chem, flat contrary to the deſign for which they were writea ? 


And faith our Lord ; Mets. 22. 29, Ye doerr not knowing the Scriptures. 
We may alſo {ee that the ſacred Sgrptures are recommended £0. us po 
| the. 


b T ; 


[ 22] 
the ſureſt Guide of onr Lives, as the only Book of Wiſdom ; and that 
2 Blefling doth await all thoſe that carefully read chem, with a hearty 
defire to learn and pratiſe what they read rherein. P/al. 19. y—. 
The Law of the Lord is perfe# (ſaith the Plalmiſt) converting the Soul : 
The teftimony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the ſimple : The fatutes of 
the Lord are right, rejoycing the bear: : The commandment of the Lord is 
pure enlig btning the eyes. And Pſal. 119.9, ſaith the Pſalmiſt ; Where- 
with ſhall a young man cleanſe bir way? By taking heed thereto according 
ro thy word, And ver. 98. Thou thro' thy commandments haſt made me 
wiſer than mine enemies; for they are ever with me. And ver. 105. 
Thy word it @ lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. The Word 
of the Lord, when well read and minded, will enlighten the eyes, 
and make Wiſe the Simple and Fooliſh, and is to be read and known 
by them. And St. Paul commendeth Timothy for his knowledge of the 
holy Scriptures from a Child. 2 Tim. 4.15. And that from 8 child (ſaith 
he) thou haſt known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe unto 
ſalvation, thro' faith which is in Chrift Feſus. This (early knowledge 
of the holy Scriptures had Tzmorhy, and hereby we ſee that Children 
are to learn them. And all good men are to make them their daily 


| Nudy and Meditation. P/al. rt. rt. Bleſſed js the man, that walketh not 


in the counſel of the ungodly—; But bis delight is im the law of the Lord, 


' and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And ſaith St. Fobr, 


Rev. 2. 3- Bleſſed is be that readeth, and they that bear the words of this 
Prophecy, and keep thoſe things which are written therein, for the time is at 
band. By theſe and ſuch places we may clearly fee, that all men 


ought to know and underſtand the blefſed Word of God, and not be. 


kept in ignorance of it.; and that the Word of God is not to be kept 
in an unknown Tongue from them, that the common People can- 
not read it. This is but to put out Peoples eyes, . that they may lead 
them more eafily at their own pleaſure; and to keep them from ſee- 


ing their groſs Errors. | 


And this is a grand piece of wickedneſs againſt Almighty God, for 
the Romiſh Church to take upon them to over-rule his Divine Com- 
 mands, and'to difannul the Decrees of Heaven at their own pleaſure. 

This 1 think can well be deemed no other bnt flat Hoſtiliey and 
open Rebellion againſt Almighty God himſelf, Thus to intercept and 
ſeize upon his Divine Laws and Commands, and to ſuppreſs them 
thit they may not become known ro Men, that they may fulfil them ; 
And'initead'thereof to iſſue out their own Commands, that they may 
be 6bſerved and kept : To tell. men that they muſt not trouble them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves with the Divine Laws and Commands of Almighty God ; bat 
that they muſt mind the Commands of the Romiſh:Church and take 
great care to keep the : It this be not finning with an high hand, 
let any Man of reaſon and underſtanding judge. This ture looks 
like that Man of Sin, 2 Tahefſ: 2.6; Who oppoſeth' and exalteth bimſelf 
above all that is called God, or that is worſripped ; [o that be as God, fit- 
tech in the Temple of God, ſhewing m— that he is God. And if Sas! 
was rebuked as a Rebel againſt God, becauſe he did not execuce all 
God's Command, 1. Sem. i5. 232—; well may the Romiſb Church be 
deemed ſuch, that 1s ſo far from keeping God's Commands, that: it 
doth ſet it ſelf induſtriouſly to keep all others from keeping of them. 
And they may juſtly fear that that Wo of our Saviour, that he! de- 
nounced againſt the: Scribes and Pharifees may ah upon them allo. 
Matt. 23. 13. But wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, bypecrites, for ye 
ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven ag ainſ} men ; for ye neither go in your 
ſelves, neither _ ſuffer ye them that are entring, to go im, Thus leems to 


be their practice, and they have juſt cauſe to fear this Doom, 


And-their Practice, in impoſing a. blind Belief vpon- their Profe- 
lytes and Members, requiring them co believe as their. Church be- 
lieveth, without examining, is not agreeable with the ſacred Word of 
God. We arc to examine things by the Word of God, and not to 
take all for Truth and Right that Seducers and others would impoſe 
upon us for ſuch. - This is peculiar to the brute, Beaſts co be led wholly 
by the guide and conduQt of Man, and never to! conſider whether 
the things be Good or Evil, Right or Wrong that they do. But Men. 
of all Ranks are endowed with Reafon and Underſtanding, and are 
made Maſters of their own Acions, and every one of «s muſt give 
an account of bimſelf to God, Rom. 14.12; and therefore they .are 
nor to bs led thus blindfolded by others, like Beaſts that are void of 
reaſon. And the ſacred Scriptures, which are to be our Rule of Faith 
and Obedience, do ſhew that we ought not to be led fo blindly. by 
others, This our bleſſed Lord ſhewech; Matr. 23. 8,9; But be no 
ye called Rabbi; (ſaith he) for one is your Maſter even Chriſt, and all ye 
are brethren. And call no man your Father wpon the earth, for one & your 
Father which is in Heaven. No one is to take upon him to be our- 
Maſter in ſuch a high manner as our bleſſed Lord is fo: And we ase 
to own no one for our Father in ſuch a high mynner as God is| ſa, 
to command our Faith and Obedience in ſuch a high manner as he 
way; and we are toaccount no one our Father in any way of com- 
petition wich him. And the Apoſtles themlelves diſclaimed the har 


vinz 
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ving any dominion over Men's Faith, as St. Pauiſheweth. 2 Cor. 1.24. 
' Nox for that we have dominion over your faith, but. are belpers of your 
Joey. - The Apoſtles claimed no {uch Power over Men to make them 
bel ieve what they pleaſed, but only. what God required them to believe. 


And we are often told both by our bleſſed Lord and the Apoſtles, 
that there would come Impoſtors and Deceivers, and are warned to 
have a great care that we be not ſeduced by their Hereftes and Errors. 
And this plainly ſhews that we are not to be led blindly by others, 
but to examine every thing carefully by the ſacred Scriptures. Mate. 
7.15. Beware of falſe Prophets, which come to you in ſheep: clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening Wolves, faith our Lord. And faich the A- 
poſtle; As 20. 29=. For I know this, that after my departing ſhall 
grievous Wolwes enter in among you, RE the flock: Alſo of your 

EeF/E 


own ſelye1 ſhall men ariſe, [peaking perver{e things, to draw away Diſciples 
ter thews- T, 


berefore watch —'. And « Tim, 4. 1. Now (faith the 
Apoſtle) the Spirns ſpecketh expreſly, that in the latter times ſome ſhall 
depart from the faith, giving heed to ſeducing {pirits and doffrines of De- 
wils; [peaking byes in bypecrifie—. And ſaith St. Peter, 2 Pet. 2:1 —. 
But there were falſe Prophets among the people , even as there ſhall be 
falſe Teachers mary en who privily ſhall bring in damnable Hereſies — . . 


And Rev. 2. 9+ 1atth our Saviour by St. Fobn; And I know the blaſ- 
phemy of them which ſay they are Fews, and are not, but ave the Syna- 

of Satan, And ver. 20. Notwithſtanding I bave @ few thin rs 
agamſt thee, becauſe thou ſuffereſt that Woman Jezebel, which calleth her 
ſelf” Propheteſs, to teach and to ſeduce my ſervants to commit fornication, 
and to eat things ſacrificed unto Idols, And Rev. 3,9. Bebold, I will make 
them of the Synagogue of Satan (which [ay they are Fews, and ars not, 
but ao tye) — . And again, Rev 18. 4. And 1 beard (ſaith St. Fob) 
another woice from Heaven, ſaying , Come out of ber my People, that ye 
be not partakers of ber fins, and that ye receive wot of ber plagues. By 
all theſe frequent Warnings, and ſuch like, to have a care that we be 
not ſeduced by falſe Prophets and. Teachers, it doth plainly appear 
that it 1s aor duty not to be led bhndfoldly as the Rowiſh Church 
would have us, but to be very circumſpe& and careful who and what 
we give credit to. And fome of thele places, as þ have ſhewed, do 
reſpet the Rowiſh Church, and do particularly warn us againſt the 
Errors thereof. | | | 


And we are alſo cantioned by or bleſſed Lord and the Apoſtles 
to be very circumſfeR and careful herein, 'and not to let Men im- 


poſe 
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poſe upon us what th pleafei Mar: 42.4. And 'be ſaid ant them, 

#ke beed what you Oo And Luk. 8. 18. Take hied thireſdve brw'je 
Fin And faith St Parl, 1-Theſſ. 5. 215 Prove ol things, Bold fa 
that which is good. And ſaith St. Fobn, 1 "Fob 4.1; Beloved, believe 
wor every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they are of Ged: And (aich 
St- Paul, E <- 5. 6; Let no man deceive you with vain wordr. By 
theſe gd ch Admonitions and and Exhorcations we ſeg ow it is our 
—_— and examine . well; before" 

them, and not blindly to believe and follow or 


weight and moment. 


teve and pra- 
in matters of 


And we s may ſee, chat when cholth believe os Glow 2 falls Pro- 
phet or' a-falfe. Guide, « w ac (their own Peril and: Hazard; and that 
this will not excafe them and free them fromthe 'datig: 
run in going a wrong way: And this alfo will dearly prove-to us, 
that we are to look well-to our ſelves, and nor to' be led blindly by 
others, without proof from the Word of God: | The: People | that 
heeded' the' falſe Prophets did it rtheir ſorrow 5 For;'1 41163 Had the 


hom - arches 
ſeas of the mn rad Burl, 0 da i Moby jd Bow we ber 


them—, And they thac f-xrangajr, Gude aro 0h ae Þ 
n__ Met. 15. 14 Let them — fant our Lor 
—_— the blind. . And if the blind lead 
Witt blad Guides, : we 
Petia" And what wiltic profit us 
encreaſe+ oar forrow that we were fo dy i 
- Prophet that'came to Berkel, was flain by x 
onkechan hack, he mol LE . and yer = 
prete t an' expre 
bring him back\again; r Kay. 13. 15: Burn 
he was hater Som for hs Dif nee: bo So dangerous: 
for men to go- contrary'to the ſacred Word of God. | 
perſuaſions þ of deluding men. _ Fm periſhed and: loft his tife at 
Ramnh Gilead, niet anding his falſe Prophets vid ham go and pro- | 
ſper.- 1 Xin. 22, | This Praia the Rewiſh Charehsto: | 
Souls'to beljeve what'they pleaſe without any grourid/ our of che Word 
of God, is not agreeable with the facred Scriptures 'we fee ; and is fic 
for none but ſuch as have abandoned and caſt off all care of their Iz: 


mortal Souls, and are unions _—_— what boromes of teny i n 
another World, . 
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Their keeping the ſacred + oe ia. an unknown, Tongue from 
the common Peaple,: that they may notread them. and practiſe the 
pr therein contained : And theirimpoſi ing ling Belief upon their 

elytes and Members, requiring them to beheve wichoue Ground 
= Examination, are both, we ty, flac FOEntrary to the. bleſſed Word 

God a..d very {inful. 


-IV. Their performing their Worſhip _ Divine Service 
in an unknown Tongue which the common People do not un- 
derſtand, is not agreeable to the / acred 114d 


Such blind Service an Devodion'i is'not fi fre Men; that-are en- 
dowed: with Reaſon and Underſtanding, to aſe towards Almighty 
God, who are to ſerve him with a reaſonable ble. and hearty Secvice.. 


And ſuch vain Service and Babbling is not agreeable to the Ward of 
God. : Eecl. 5. 1; ſaithithe- er;' Keep thy foot when thou. goeſt 
to the houſe:of . God, and be more ready to bear; than. to give. the' (acri-, 

oor ven try they confider not that they. do- evil. + Arid luce:to- ſerve. 


ith ſuch a blind Worſhip and Service'can be-no. better than the - 
ſacrifice of Fools, when Men neither conſider nor ſo much as ucider- 
Rand whether the things, which they utter. or join in, are good or. 
go emmy nn Leap: prot map ares Fay oy 
6.14: 24 $518 3 worſhip, Din 
mw ſpirit Ede enrk Derek can be wo real  lervies \fargs - 
Men neither. nor anderſtand-what they ſay, or fay my _ 
This can-be: no-better-than pure Lip-fervice Gf i.may a 
be fo much) which God.complaineth of as a th wo not 
acceptable eo. him! —_— + heart. | Matt. _ 8; faich = 
our ; (Te Hypocrites,) gias prophiſie of you: [dying - Thi, 
bh_s's b- unto me with-their "mouth, and {ns Tres Thi with jos 
bps ; but 'their heart is far from me. - And this is all that ſuch blind 
Devotions-can arrive to, vis to honour God with Lip and Mouth, 
if they do-fo; much. -- And our:Prayers-and: Devotions Ko o have a 
good mfluence upon: our” {elves,: and to work! gaor £. That 
when we beg pardon for: our: fins, -we thereb cby ſhould 
ſenſible of our own vileneſs and noatine and. _ path are 
of our ſins; that we may be-the more deterred from committing the. 
like : That in .deprecating, of Evil and pr aying for Good, we may. 
be made the more ſenſible of our own needs and wants, and of the 
tender love_and care and OF attection that God hath for Us ; 
and. 


_— * 
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and that hes full of Mercy and prone and forward both'to e 21d, 
forgives and-that we- cf exaimple ret yak mer wr A 
And that in returning him Praiſe and Thankſgivin _ FE ſe® 
how infinicely we are bound and obliged to him; 

ved .to- a greater: ſenſe of gratitude, and to have 065 levied pry in 
flamed with love towards'him again, Burſhch blind. Devortons as are 
afed inthe Popiſh Church; cannot'well have'fach''pood inflaences 
upon our ſelves, nor be ſo beneficial for the bettering of our- Lives. 
A devout performing of our Services to God with-the heare and un- 
derſtanding, will —_ much to the working of good motions and de- 
fires and affections in' us ; but ſuch cannot well be 'affeed'by fich 
a blind-way of- Worſhip. 'God is to be loved wich all the heart” and 


mind-and underſtanding; Mare. 23. 475. And 6 we'may be ſure 


that he: is to be worſhipped 'and ſerved, and-notin ſuch a manner as 
the'Papiſts make che common.People to worſhip him, in ati unknown 


Tongue which they underſtand not. And this is clearly againſt the - 


Dacttine.of St. Pas! to uſe an: unknown Tongue m\the 'worlip 'of 
God, -which the comimon: People underſtand not. + This he ſheweth 
t not tobe done. i: '»'Cor, 14- 2. For be rhar [Cog comers 
tongue (laith he) ſpeakerh not unto men, but 
Pondeth bim=, - This he ſhewerh to be 
upderitand not.the\ Langua | 


the me 
and be IS 


= hd ar ney I:5% \ Fab: E-proy in an & hers woo: 
prajeth, but: myxc:under fanding''is wnfraitful.' > What' ix 46: rhen # $: an 
fre with ſpirit und 1 will-pray with the wnderftand; img; #t{6 5; 1 will fing 
wh the [pirit,..and''1 will ſing. with: the dnang ding aſe [The _ 
of him. that prayeth.1n-a-ftrange Tongue may be welk-affe&ed z-bug 
the Underſtanding: will-be-altogecher unfrunful 3 and co fuch as: un-- 
derſtandhim not, : the ſpeaket will be-bar: a "Barbarion, and they: wilb: 
not know whether he bleflech Ns I And weareto gy” --9=. 
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th ai-the fOmerand tagultics of our Souls; andthe 
icky rug reds 16, Elſe when thes flixte 
Pieth the room of the unlcarned 

pay es rok wederf ondeth nat what rhee 

ale ply ſhewerh, Tout ſuch as underſtand 

the Pray and Thankſgivings thac 

hen they nnderftand- not 

ih gre thanks well, but the 

altogether uncdifying. And 

v7, 28, ; I 7 mos far in ay unknown fongue, let 
pakeny, aud that by courſe, and let one n- 

eter, lat im beep filence in the Cherch, 

19:God," | AH, we: {ee here, is: cobefo 
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uſe, ad againſt the performing of any kind of f Relgiois ous Worſhip 
and Service to any ſuch Image or Likeneſs of any ng whatſo- 
eveni® But for Ornament wheie they were not to be worſhipped, this 
Command doth not forbid the making of Cherubims, as we may ſee 
Exod. 25.18. and 26,1. But thele are no Plea for the Arenas, uſes 
of them. The making of Images or any Similirudes for Religious 
Worſhip, and, the performing of any RR orſhip and Service 
unto them, enher as the mediate or ultimate Obje&t hirock is flatly and 
clearly here forbidden. And this we may ſee is confirmed by a _ 
tode of places more in the ſacred Scriptures. Exod. 20.23. 7 
weke with-me God: of ſilver, neither. pt ye make unto you Gog: of Go "Rod 
all kinds of frages and Figures for a Religious uſe are forbidden, of 
_what mater ar faſhion ſoever thay. were made, as the. Law of Moſes lob 
ficiently ſheweth. Lev. 19. 4. Turn ye. not anto Idols, not make to. your 
ſelves molten Gods; I am the Lord your God ; And Lev.26.1. Te ton make 
you mo Idols, nor groven Image, neither roar you up a fanding Image, neither 
| ſhall ye ſet up any Image of fone in your Land, to bow down wato. it ;\ for. lam 
the Lord your God. And Dcur. 16. 22, Newber is ( up ray Mong 
which the Lord thy God bateth; The letting up any Image w 
for bor ra fron s  ſcily forbidden, and declared to ba rao 
co” Almighty 
"And we are not ts think tht” the Idols and Images and Statues 
and PiQures.of the Heathens only are here forbidden z For 6 tro is 
no ſach reſtrigion and Wcadcg an any. of theſe Plies to hon 
| they were _— Signed, ag 4 - _8 ny 06g and chat t n _ 
4 worſhip of the Papi idden RECON 6 a but the Images. that 
1 the Papits uſe are as-ſiciatly fin as.the other dad 5, n0- 
= CO ; Jie for or ng of Al h uled.in 4 Jus. ocBiipe 
when they rt Q Q 1ght es ae > 
or the nd blaſtes WW. "The: Idolatrous y inty and the - 
very Heathens did precend\.as much as this a, muy may gather from- 
ſeveral places in the' honod \SEUPOArSs 5, ANG J Ich 
as ain Calf Ldolgzary, I © doch NPEes. rag te Fees 
A Forlbipping 
le (aid, ; WA pela thy God, 4 SES rac 


this 1dol, he og ag jy; No q pj & co , proSujmes ron Exid. 32-445; Fo 
ME be received them at how þ hazd, ( vis, the. golden car-rings) and: 
ed "it with @ _graving tool ofier be x 50th the rage 5 

and they ſaid, Theſe be ro £ —- o yh which brought thoe- up out of 

the land of Egypt. 4» ben- Aaron- jos it, be built an Altar before 
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it, and Aaron made proclamation and ſaid, To morrow '41 a feaſt to rhe 
Lord. © This Calf and Idol that they /had made, we lee, was to.re- 
preſent and perfonate the great God that brought them out of- the 
Land of Egypr; and the feaſt of this Idol was to be a feaſt co the Lord. 
And faith the Pſalmiſt, ſal. 126. 19, 20; They, made « Calf in Horeb, 
and worſhipped the molten Image. Thws they changed their Glory into the 
femilitude o an Ox that eattth. graſs. | Their Glory, that is, their glo- 
rions God did they thus change into this fimilitude of a Calf. By theſe 
laceFit is clear that they intended to worſhip the true and great God 
y this molten Image of theirs. And yet they. are condemned as no- 
torious Tranſgreſfors of the ſacred Com nmands of . Almighty .God, 
\and as Corrupters of themſelves, for what they did herein. Exed. 32.9—; 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſts, Go, get thee doupn* For thy People which thow 
. broughteſt out of the land of Egypt have corrupted themſelves. They bave turned 
aſide quickly out of the way which 1 commanded them : they have mad them a 
wolren Calf, and bave w dit, and have ſacrificed thereunto, and ſaid, 
| Theſe be thy Gods, O Iſrael, which bave brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, I bave ſeen this People, and behold it 15, 
a fiff-necked People, Now therefore let me alone, that my Wrath may wax. 
| ,_ bot - againſt them, end that I may conſume them—. . They pretended, 
as the Papiſts now do, co worſhip Almighey God by this Calf ; but nor-. 
withſtanding this, God abhorred them for it, and his Wrath was rea- 
dy to break forth againſt rhem and |\conſume them, . It appeareth. 
that Miea}'s Images were for the ſervice of the true God. Fudg. 19..3—. 
And when bt bad reffored the eleven hundred fhekels of ſilver to his mo- 
ther, bis mother ſaid, I had wholly dedicated the filver unto the Lord from 
2y band, for my ſon to make # graven Image and « molten Image; now 
Sberefore I will reftore 'it xnto thee : Net be reftored the money wnto bis 
wether, and bis mother "took two" bundred' forkels of filyer, and gave them 
zo the founder, who made thereof @ graven Image and « molten Image, 
and they were in the mph [gre From hence it doth appear that 
they intended. to ſerve the Lord by 'theſe Images. * Teraboam pre- 
rended by his Calves alſo co worſhip and ſerve the Lord, 3s we » 
ſee, 1'King. 12" 28, Whereapoy the King took counſel, and made 1. 
Calou of gold, 'and ſaid wore them, It js 100 wnich for you t0 go wp 10. 
Feruſolem; bebold thy Godt, O Tſrael, which brought thes up. out of the” 
land of Egypt. From hence it doth appear, that. he. pretended to. 
.worthip'and ſerve the ſame Gcd by his Idolatrous Calves, that, was. 
worſhipped oy , and the ſame Got that brought them up. 
at-of the Eard of Egypt. And yet he is brarided with infamy for 
ts practice herein, and called Feroboem the Son of Nebat, who Lge | 
b | | arr 
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 Jjrail ro fin;42 King. 103297 'And his Houſe and Family were torally- 
 conlumedupon this account;; 1 King. 13. 34. And this thing became 
= . /m' unto tht Houſe of | Feroboams, even to cut it off, and to deſtroy it own 
= of the face of the earth. And 1 King. 14. 7+, His pretending to ſerve 
| _ and worſhip the true God es , did not at all excule his gorge 6 
bur nocwithtanding this, his' Calves are called ather Gods, and che. 
jugdment of God came on his Houſe for his wickedneſs herein: 
And it doth appear that the very-Heathens by their -lmages and [dols 
did deſign wo worſhip the ſupreme God, as the Law e ſheweth. 
| Rom- 1,22, 23. Prof themſelves to be wiſe (laith he) they be- 
came fools ; And changed the Glory of the uncorruptible God inte. an Image 
| rpade like to corruptible man, and to birds and fourfooted beaſts, and. 
| ereep _ From. hence we. may ſee. that they: origi at. the. 
| firſt-1nrended co worſhip the ſupreme and incorruptible God by thels- 
| Imagesof men and beaſts, and uſed them as Subf and Repre-/ 
| ſentations of him in Religious Worſhip. And Rebſhekeb alſo: pre> 
| tended that the Altars that Hezekiab deſtroyed, were for the Service 
| of the ſupreme God.: 2: King. 38:22. But if ye ſoy unto me ( laith he) 
| weitruſs inthe Lord our God:: Ir: not thes: be whaſe bigh places, and. 
' | whoſe ahtars Hezekiab: bath taken away, «and. bath [aid to deb and. 
| Feruſalem; ye ſhall worſhip before this alter in Feruſalem? Hence we 
| may ſce that he pretended that theſe alkarsand high places were for the. 
_ worfhip and ſervice of the Great. God above; that was the God of- 
| The; 'Fhe old/Idolaters both [reeliter: and Heathens-pretended as: 


Y rauch we foe, for-their Image-workkip: as. the Papiſts now. can do; 


| | the:worſhipping the Images 


and yer we ſee that they. are; both condemned in the Word of God. 
We are to make:no Images or Similitudes-and Likeneſſes of Man oc 
| Beaſtior Crucifixes to worthip.the Great Febtosb thereby, or his ble(< 
| ſed Son, or. the Glorious Ecinicyz: Foe:ths-would be Idolatry like the 
| Heactheniſh Idolatry. and: flat:againſtthe,;Gommands of God: And 
of the: Saints is a more bale and vile 


* kind of Idolatry, and a- more wicked thing, becaule they themlelves.. 


| are not-the true Objects of: our Worſhip. 


_ And the more to ſhew:'that no-4mages or Similitudes; are to- be uſed 
| it> the Worſhip of God, we may fee that. when Moſes made the Ta: 
| bernacle for his Worſhip and Service, the Mecry-ſeat was to be lefe 
| vacant and empty, and to be filled with no Image or Similicude, | 
| buc only ſuch Sparks of Glary as God. himſelf was pleaſed to exhibir 
| there; Exod. 25:17 —. And it God had been:to be worlkipped by 
| any lmage'or Similitude, we. nay. bs ſure: that. one ſhould have poo 
| | | place 
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reepe | fiſh: that' 11 ms- the waters 
bewiath vhe- oarahs Here: is Lt owed that no Images or 


Similieudes wharſoever are to be __—_ as Mediums to Worſhip Al- 
mighty God by: | R 


And we may ſos thar this would. be very injucions eo: bins arid 
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rend much co» the debating of Him in- our. minds, to make dead 
ſenſeleſs Images to perſonare him; which are much more- vile 
mean than our ſelves. This 16, -as/ Se. Paw ſaich,. the | cha 
Truth of God into # Lye; Row1.: 25: Eor how: can 
ſented by- 2 dead' and ſen(leſs image, who fo far Form: 
of Man? Ouwr'Savinur hath 
that God is a Spirit JENS 24 | Hoe is a moſt Glorious 
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db? Ard whore is tg Ke ppt ro 2 And Fes. 23-24. Do 
not fil Heaven and: Earth, ſaith the Lord? - And lo dreadful was his 
Majetty upon Mount Smas, that the 1/rarhites cryed outthat they ſhould 
be alt ſtruck dead wich ic, if the Lord tpake. any more jo them, 

Exod, 


Fe 


. and returning them Praiſe, the 


L $3. 
Exod.20. 19; Dent. 5.25 : And how thetr ſhall be be repreſented in 
any meet-way by dead ſtocks and ſtones, and' ſo. mean. and bale a 
thing as an Image is? And the Prophet i/aieh having ſet forth the 
great Majeſty of Almighty God in 2 high and lofry manner, asketh to 


whom he may be compared, and ſheweth, that Images cannot repre» - 


ſent him. 1/9. 40. 15—. Behold the Nations are as a drop of a bucket, 


. 8nd are counted as the [mall duſt of the balances ; behold he taketh up the 


Ws as 4 wery-little thing, ' And Lebanon-is not ſuſpciens to. burn, nor the 
eaſts thereof ſufficient for a burnt-offering- All. Nations before hins are as 


nothing, and they are oounted to bum leſs than nothing and wanity. To | 
whom then -will ye liken God? Or what likeneſs will ye compare unto | 


him? The workman melteth @ graven Image, and the Goldſmith. {preadeth 
it over with gold —. But ſaith he, ver, 21i—— Hove. ye not known, ?— 


It i he that ſateth upon the circle of the earib; and the Inhabitants there- / 
4 are as graſhopper: ; thet ftretcheth out the Heavens as 4 curtain, and 
preadeth them ont as @ tent ts dwell in : That bringeth the Princes to no- 


thing ; be maketh the judges of the earth as vanity—, To whom then will 


' ye liken me, or ſhall I be equal? ſaith the holy One, God is cloathed 
with Honor and: Majeſty, and covered with inacceſliible Light, and is 


an inviſible Being that cannot be beheld with mortal eyes, P/al.-104. 1, 
1 Tim, 6.16 ; And how then ſhall he be repreſented by ſordid Images 
ot are much ___ baſe wr _ _ our o_ Thele we ſec mIWns 

a great reproach to Almighty God, and highly injurious to him ; 
and . Aw are by-no-means to be uſed... And our. bleſſed Saviour 
is to be. worſhipped as he is God, and cherefore no. Image can be made 


to repreſent him: And his body too is now. glorified and. ſpicituali: * 


zed and not to be repreſented by an earthly _ * And the Saints 
departed are either ſeparated Spirits, or elſe have their bodics glorified 
and made incorruptible, and therefore cannot in any meet manner 
be repreſented by a dead and ſenſeleſs Imags; and they are not to be 
worſhipped themſelves,. and much-lels their. Images... -. 

We are ſtrialy commanded not to bow down to any roy or Si 
militudes whacſoever4 {nor to-perform any other Religious. Worſhip 
and Service-to them, ſuch as the building of. 


Religious way, the making of Tron or Religious Addreſſes to thi 


" Incenſe 'to chem, the making of Vows to them. or ſwearing, by them, 
the ſhewing of any reverential fear towards them, and placing any 

truſt and confidence in them; tho: poineming of any ſuch Relgow | 

| oo rVice 


Temples and rearing up 
' of Altars to them, the lighting of candles or lamps before them in a 


ing of Sacrifides and burning of. 


\ 


| 
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Service towards them, or joyning with thoſs that dv 6, 5s clearly form 
bidden by ho ſacred Word of God. 10 


And the worſhipping of Images and all fuch 1dolatry is as well for. 
bidden by the New Teſtament as the Old” Onr blefied -Saviour hath 
caught us in his anſwer to the Devil, that God alone is to be worſhip. 
ped und: ſerved. Afarr. 4. to. Fir it © writes (ſaith he) Thou frat 
worſhip the | Lord thy God, and bim owly | ſhalr thou” ſerve. * And faith 
Se. Famer concerging the Gentiles, 4#. 15:20; But that we write 
wnto theim, that they abſtain from Pollutions þ Idols. And ver. 29 ; That 
ye abſtain from meets offered to Idols, And ſaith St. Paxl, 1 Cor. ro. 5; 
Neither be. ye [doimers, 5 were ſome of them. And wir. 14. Wherefore 
m dearly beloved, fie from Iaularry. ” St. Peter alſo ſhews Idolatry to 
be a grievous Crime ; 1 Pet. 4. 3. And faith Se. Fobw,' t Fob. 5. 27 ; 
Little Children keep your ſelves from Idolr; Amen. Idolatry we ſee is 
ſtrialy forbidden by the New Teftament as well as the Old. "And 
it i$ plain by the {acred Scrjprores all along, that Images that are'made 
for worſhip are Idols, and that the worſhypping of chem is 1dolatry. 
*P/al. 115 4 — » faith the Pſalmiſt « Their 1dels are ſilver and gold, the 
work of mens bands, They bave moths, 'but they ſpeak wats ejer have * 
they, but they- ſee not — , We may plainly fee that theſe 1dols were 
Images. And fo again, P/#l. 135, 15; And faith St. Fobs, Rev, 9.20 + 
Am the reſt of the men, "which were not billed by theſe plaguir; yer re- 
pented not of the works of chils. hands, that they fhald nt wirſtip-Devils, 
and Wdolr of gald\ and ſilver; and 'brbfs. ind Pee; and. of 'word, apbich 
acither can ſer, nor-benr, nor walk = .'  AvrA this place, as Dr;More ſhew: 

| eth, reſpeceth the Romiſh Church it fel.” It isevidenc from all theſs 
laces and many more, that the worſhipping of Images and fuch Idols 


s a very fialul thing: 


Again we may Tee; that God: coftimanded that the Workippers of 
other Gods ſhould be- put to death, as not fit to live any longer, and 
to derer all others from the committing of ſuch” grols and notorious 
Impicty : And ſuch -Gody were for-the moſt part Smages and ſuch 
| Kok. That'man, or woman. thathad gono':andſerved ocher Gods, 
was to be ſton to death 3 Dew. 19.4, And that Propher or Friend 
or Relation thir went about to draw them #6 Herve other Gods, was 
to be piitto death; Dew. 43. 1—'5;' And tha7 Prophir, or that dreamer 
dreams ſoall be yat to death, betauſe be bath ſpoken to tarn you away 
row the Lord your God. And ver. 6." If voy brether; the ſon of thy 
aorber, or thy fon or 1hy dawg hver, & the wife of thy boſom; wr thy Fread 
"T EM, | which 


F 
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which is as thine on. ſoul entice thee ſecretly ſoying, 'Lit me $0. and [ere 
otber.Gods which thou haſt. not known; Thew ſhalt" nov conſent unto bins, 
nor brarken unjo him, neither: ſhall thine eye pity bins, weither ſhalt thou 
| ſpare, neither ſhalt thow conceal bims: But thow halt ſurely kill bis; \hine 

hand fball be firfs upon bins to peu him 130 Heath, and afterwards:che hand 
of 'all the people, Aud than: fbalt fone him with fenes | that be: dys—. 
And the City that: fell co-Idolatry was ito be deſtroyed. wer. 22, I - 
thou ſhalt bear ſay m oue of thy Cities, ſaying,” Certam men 1he Childrew 
of Belial are gone out from among you, and bave withdraws the Inhe- 
bitanms of their City, ſaying, Let us go and ſerve other Gods, which ye 
have not known; —' Thou fhals ſurely ſwoite the Inbabitants of that' city 
with 1he edges of the ſword. .| And 1bou:ſhalt gather all the ſpoil of it into 
4he midſt of thes ftreet thereof, and ſhalt buru with fire the city and all 
the ſpoil thereof — ." Idolaters are here called the Children of Belial, 
and were all to be put todeath for:committing ſuch abominable wick- 
edneſfs, and to deter and fright others from committing the like; and 
_ their City and Goods were. to be burm as accurſed things; ſo dere- 

ſtable is this fin-to Almighty God. And ſich, as a Yan oh ihr rp 2a 
bs all Image-worſhip. - + | | to. AN 


Apain we may ſee that God comminded that all Images, as well as 
aorkee Idolatrons worſhip ſhould be deſtroyed : And the Jews mere 
Rritly commanded to do this. Exod. 23:24. Ent theu ſhalt realy worr- 
threw them, and quite break down their Imager. And'Exed. 14.13. Buc 
ye ſhall deftroy their altars, and break 1hiir Images, and tut drwn their 
groves, And Numb. 34.52. Then ye ſhall drive cut all: the Inhabitams 
of the land from before you, and deffroy all their molten Images, and quite © 
pluck down all their bigh places. And Dent. 7 5: But this. ſhall ye deal 
with them, ye ſhall deſtroy their ahars, and briak down their Image:; and 
cat” down ther groves, and barry their avwen er with fire. And 
again, Deut,12. 3. And you ſhall overtbrow their pltars, and break their 
' pillars, and burn their groves with fire ; and you ſhall bew down the 
; wen Images of their Gods,: and deftroy the name of thrm'vut of chat place. 
In all theſe places were they ſtrictly commanded-vo bear:down and 
-deftroy all Images for Rebgious uſe, and-all ſuch-Iddls' out -of their 
land. + This is often repeated to then that they might be ſure co take 
great Care to do it, ' And they were commanded to-caft away the 
very gold and Silver that was:upon-them as a curſed: thing, and not 
to take it ro them: char they: might: not be ſnared thereby. ' Dew 77. 
' 25, 26. The graves Images of their Gods'ſpall 34 burn wich' fire 3 3how 
ſhalt not Heſire the filorr or gold that oy them, nor take it''unto thee, 
| | - le(f 


[3s ] 7: 
teſt thowbe ſnared therein, for it is an abomination tothe Lord thy God. Neither 
ſhalt thou bring an ahomination into thine bouſe, leſt thou be 8 curſed thing like 
it ; but thou ſhalt utterly deteſt it, and thou ſhalt utterly abbor i, for it ts @ cur- 
ſed thing. Here we ſee what curſed and abominablethings Images are to 
Almighty God; and that his People and Servants are commanded to ab- 
hor and deteſt them, and not to take ſo muchas the gold and filyer thac 
'was upon them,leſt they ſhould bring a Curſe apon themſelves thereby. 
And this one might think ſhould be enough to keep all good People 
from all Image-worſhip, and to-make them abhor all ſuch thoughes, 


And we may ſee that all good Kings and Princes did beat down 
and deſtroy all Images and ſuch Idols according to the Commands 
of Almighty God. Afoſes burnt the Calf that Aaron had made, and 
| merger itto Powder and caſt it upon the water, and made the Chil 

ren of I/reel to drink of it, notwithſtanding it doth appear that « 
was made for-the Service of the true God :. Exod. 32. 290. | Hezekiab 
brake down the Images that were {et -up to be worſhipped.in Fude« ; 
and is commended for doing that which was right in. the ſight of the 
Lord ; 2 King. 18, 3—. And be did that which was right in the fight « 
of the Lord-—. He removed the bigh places, and brake the Images and 
Cut. down the groves. And yet Rabſhakeb pretended that he had bro- 
kenidown the Altarsof the Lord, . Fofiab brake down: all the Images 
that'he' met-with'inhis Domimions, and -is.commended. for -a good = 
King, and for doing that which was right in the ſight of: che Lord: 
2 Chron. 34:2. And he deſtroyed Feroboam's Altar at Bethel, and it 
1 like his Calf coo, if. it were tobe found, and was.not deſtroyed be- 

. fore: 2 Kings 23. I5... And yet Feroboam pretended to ſerve the true 
Godby his Calves, as 1 have ſhewedl before. King 4/ allo deſtroy- 
'.ed the Images and all ſuch -Idolatrous Worſhip, and s commended 
herein for doing that which was good in the-eyes of the Lord 4.2 Chrop. 
142 —. King Hezekiab alſo brake in pieces the Brazen Serpent that 
was ſet up. by Adoſes, when-it was abuſed to an [dolatrous uſe, thatic 

| ___ be 'no-moere an occaſion. of Idolatry : 2 King- 18.3 -- And be 
| did that. which xaos! rig be in the /ight of the Lord He removed the high 
Places, and. broke' jn jieces the brazen Serpent that Moſes had mw; 
for wnto thoſe. days the Children of Iſrach did burs incenſe 18 it. This we 
© -ſce can be no Plea for Idolatry and Image: worſhip,. becauſe hebrake 
this brazen Serpent. to. pieces ' when. it: was thus abuſed to an Idola- 
. rrows.uſe; /andis commended for doing»that which. was. right. in the 
- gh ofthe Lords. Theſe we-ſec brake down-and deſtroyed all Images 
and ſuch:Idols, and are commended. far - their practics 'in fo OE | 


EI 

And we may ſee that Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abedxego would not be dri- 
ven to worſhip the golden Image that King Nebucbadnezzor had fet up, 
by all the threatnings and Terrors that he could uſe, tho' he threatned 
rocaſt them forthwith intothe midſt of a Fiery Furnace,if they did it not : 
Dan. 3. 15—- And becauſe chey would not break the ſacred Commands 
of Almighty God,and commit ſuch wickedneſs asthe King commanded - 
them, but were 'reſolved'to with their Lives;tho? irwere in this ter- 


rible and dreadful manner, Kher than do ſo; 'God did in'a-wondertul 


manner deliver them, and they received no harm at all, 'tho' they 
were caſt into'a fiery Furnace, as we ee m that Chapter. 


of the Kingdom. of Heaven, and to-go to the Lake that burns with 


them be given to [mages and Idols ; and hath oft declared that he 
will be full 


Curſed he. the.\man that maketh wn prom mohey | Image; an abomn- 
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Ariſe, it ſoal teach, Such Woes'and-Curies and: Confuſion await the 
' makers and worſhippers of Images, and-\uch maſt they expe&. - And 
to conclude this particular, we-tmay (ee that Idolaters are to be excluded 
and ſhut ont of the Kingdom of Heaven, and to have their pertion 
in the Lake that burns with fire and brimſtone. And it is plain by 
the ſacred Scriptures:that the wotſhipping of Images is flat Edolatry : 
And from hence. it. doch-8ppear-that all Image worſhippers. arelike to 
be utterly;excJuded frum the Kingdom of Heaven, and to -ga to. the 
Lake that burns with fire and brimſtone. : 'This 5 plain that Idolaters 
are not like to inherit the Kingdom ef Heaven. 1 Cor. 6.9. Know ye 
wor ( (faith St. Pal) thet the. unrighteoms ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God? Be nat deceryed, neither Fornigstors, nor Idolaters— ſhall mberit the 
King dom of | God. And faith he again, Gek 5.19. Now the works of 
the fleſh ore; manifeſt; which are-theſe, "adultery , furnication , uncleaneſ1, 
laſcrviouſmeſs, Idolatry—, of the which I tell you before, as I have alſo 
fold you in ties paſt, #bas they which do ſuch things wor inberit: the 
King dow of God- , It.is clear thar. all Idolaters/are like co be ſhut out 
of the Kingdom of Heaven,” and-.eo have their part in the: Infernal 
Lake of fire Ret 22:44 ſaith St. Fobn 3 Bleſſed art they that. do bis 
Commandmenti, that they. may bate right to the' tree of Life, and may 
enter in thorow the gates into the City. For without are dogs, and ſorce- 
rers, and > and murierers, and Idolates—. Thoſe that 


whoremongers | 
' 'keep,and notthoſe that {o notoriouſly violate and.break the Commands 
of God, arethe perſans that are to inherit his bleſſed Kingdon: - And 

| Rev. 21.8 ; ſaith St- Fobw again ; Bur the fearful, and unbeliev 


5 and 
the ubominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and fr a.. Ido. 
lattri, and all lyars ſhall bave their part inthe Lake, which burneth with 
fre and briniftons, which 's the ſecond death. | 'We ſee that idolaters 
miſt ;go.t40 this dreadful place of fire andbrimſtone; and-ir is clear 


ey. are like to 


* 


; abd(hatall Image-1 
Lake of fire, atil to. perith-co all E 
- practiſe fuch abomunable Idolatry. 
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vr Their” wor | ſhipp ing of the PEA ad Pe is net 
axrecabie to the bleſſed red of, God. 


This is the niaking of che Dok, and 1$ contrary eo the firſt Com- 
mandment. Exod. 20, 9: Thou ſhalt bave wo other Gods before me. The 
worthipping of Saints and Angels is to 'make them Gods, and con- 
trary to this great Commandment, and many-other places in the ſa- 
cred Scriptures. God now declared that he. wyll not. give lus. Gloty 
ro.another., 1/e. 42. 8 by worſhip 'pppng..of the Saints they give 
ie away; "And*our ex T6 ſhewed us that God alone is co be 
worſhipped and fervedi. . Mats. 4. 10. Thaw iſhalt one the Lord thy 
God, and bin only ſhalt thou ſerve. - Bux in! worſhipping of Saints and 
Angels they go direly againſt this Precept, -and do not worſhip. and 
ſerve him alone.' And St. Paw] ſhews that the bleſſed Angels are not 
to be worſhipped, bue that ic is vanity of mind in ſuch as attempt{ic. 
| Cal 2:+8. rg ar qprent apr greed roy ery 7 
ET IO ny On e things woich be bath not 

po op by bu fleſhly mind, The Trandilation"in the Bible Ys : 

ray! le here, but the ſeems to me'to be theerue-meaning of the 
_ here. Andhere the Apoſtle diffuidec-us from” bring drawn” a- 
way by:others to the wor of Angels, 'who thro' the vanity of 
| ther own ndreacame rately- inco ſuch chings'as'cthey ander- 
Rand-not,” and for which they have no: warrant. And much leſs are 
we to be draw then to the worſhipping of Saints. And we may (ce 
that the bleſſed Angel would by no means ſuffer St. Feb» to w 
ham. Rev, 19.1.9. Aud Tab hu f fees' ro worſhip bins { laitli Sr; Fobn 
promo imam res vir not, 4 am thy fellow ſervant, and of 
-., thy brethren that have the't, rot imeny of Feſas ;: God, And Rev, 
, 22-9; ſaith 06, And ee, 1 bed beard and ſeem, 1 I fell down to wor 
| before the 


t of the Angel which fhrwed me theſe things : Then ſaith be 
xnto we, Sec rhos do 'it nat; for 1 ann thy fellow fervent; and of thy bre- 
thren' the Pr s, and of ehem ary Sy Send x (9. ot mg Wor- 


foip Gad. ' T "bletſed Angel would by no means be worſhi we 
ſee,” but ſheweth that God only is to be worſhipped ; and if the ble(- 
fed Angel are net to be worſhipped, bur God only; we may be fure 
that the Saints/are not to be we are hot to make. 
Mediators of ther 3” for we ar ten that there is due 6ne Mediator 
between God and Man, and that is our bleſſed Lord. 17m. 2.5. For 
( faith the. Apoſtle ) there is one God, and ene Mediator between God and 


men 


. 4) 
wth, the man Chrift Feſus, Our bleſſed Saviour alone 1s our Media- 
tor, and we are not to make Mediators of the Saints. The worſhip- 
ing of the Saints is the making of them petty Gods, and the wor- 
Lg of them by Images 1 wok Idolatry, and-both are contrary to 
a multicude of places in the ſacred Scriptures. And by what hath 
been ſaid before, we may fee that thofe that practiſe ſuch things 'are 
like to periſh eternally, 1f they do not betake themſelves to a ſpeedy 
Repentance and Amendment of their ſinful Practice herein. | 


_ VII. Their Doftrine of Tranſubſtantiation | that i, That 
the Bread and. Wine in the Sacrament, after Conſecra- 
tion, are changed into the real Body and: Blood of 
Chriſt our Saviour ] 5s not agreeable to the bleſſed Word 
of God. 4 21s LE ns = LE 


' Se, Paul hath plainly taught us, that it is Bread afrer Conſecration, 
and thac it 1s ſtill Bread when it is eaten. 1 Cor, 11. 26, 27, 28. For 
( ſaith he ) & ofiew as ye eat thu Bread, and drink thus Cup, ye do ſhew 
the Lord's death til be come. Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, 
and drink thu cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be gay of the body. and 
blood of the Lord. - Butt let @ mon examime bimfelf, 0 let: bir eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup. Here we are plainly taught that - 
x is ſtill bread when it is eaten. | | And our Saviour calls the wine the 
fruit of the vine. Matt. 26. 29. But 1 ſay 'winto you; I will not drink 
bencefortb 2's Fa of the wine, until that day when 1 drink it new 


with you in wy Father's Kingdem | Our Loxd here ſhews us that. this - 
was the fruit of the. vine and wine when he drank it. * And our eyes 
and hands and mouth do teſtify to us,: that the bread and wine tn. the 
Sacrament are bread and wine -when we eat and drink them; and it 
would be nonſenſe and madneſs to thigk that our blefſed Saviour ear 
his own:body. and drank his. own. blood, and gave them-allo: to. his 
Diſciples that chey-might eat and drink.them too. -'We are taughc 
that there js buc one- Chriſt, agd. that. he canner /be-divided. | Epbe/* 
 $$,6. e Lord ( (aith the Apoſtle ). one faith, one hoptiſm, one God 
' and Father of al—, And 1'Cor. 1.13; fauh he; Is Ghrift divided ? 
Hereby ſhewing that he cannot be divided. And Chriſt is:the only 
begotten Son of God, and is but oney Job, 3- 16; : But, according to 
the Dorine of the Rormſh Church, that will: have- Chriſt -co-be 
wholely in every bit of the confocrated bread, there will be millions 


ot 


” 
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of Chrifſts diredtly contrary to. the ſacred Scriptures. We are alſo 
caught that Chriſt is in heaven at che right hand of God, and that he 
| 15 to abide theretil] he ſhall come to judge the World at the laſt day. 
Air 1.1t. Thu ſame Feſw ( (aid the And) which = taken up from 
you into Heaven, ol o come in like manner as ye bave ſeen bim go into 
Heaven. And till we ſee him come in this vil ole and 'glorious man- 
ner, 'we are to know that he is.not bodily preſent here upon earth. 
And faith the Apoſtle, A#. 3.20, And "hal ſend Feſw Ch, 
which before was preached unto you : whom the Heaven muſt receive 

til the times of reftitution of all be And he tells a thay be he is ac 
the right hand of God ; Rem. 8. - Andthere we are to know that 
he is to abide uneil cheſs tipo reſticution, when, and not before, 
God will ſend him a Ee And therefore it is plain 
that Chriſt cannot be bod ent in ſuch a multitude of places here 
upon earth at one time a the Papi would have him ts be, con- 
trary to' theſe yn of Scripture, to all the reaſon and 
underſtanding of man- 'We are od oh Thar © iſt's body is glorified 
and ſpiritualized and made incorruptible. Phil. 3. 20. For our con- 
pane” os ( faith the Apoſtle ) « is beaver, from whence alſo we lock 
for the Saviour the" Lord Feſm 'Chriff - who -mty 

thet it may be faſhioved be  whto buy plorion / 


gain, 1 Cor. be ah, poo Su & the reſaryetiion. 


Chriftbeecatenb 
of the Church Sram ge ments me 
and to all the ſenſe and reaſon and u 


And as for thoſe Words of our Serious, Mer. A. »6y Thi & my 


.W gs ſoy th©es, hls 40 Weyl of 
feb x ol b Trane oa her al 
r2. bs 


Pn ie DafhaFLend ealkd the Lent 
nd ye ſhell eat it in bofte, i is the Lords Paſſover ; This was to fig- 


nify and to be a Sacrament of tho Lord' paſſing orer the bouſes 0 houſes of 
rar > yore when he ans modem mb upon the: Door- 
ſuffering the deſtroying An to enter into them 

the Lamb was fell fleſh, a is faid ver. Bz and : 


I coals 


. place, and: ys that: 
was then changed into a5 rg 
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be the Lord's pang over the houſes of the I/raelites, but'o 
Sacrament and - Rite to ſignify this Ation of paſling over cauy. a) 
ſhewing them Mercy, when the Exyprien were deſtroyed. Phargch's 


kine are ſaid to be years of ti time. 41. 26==, The jeven good bine 
are ſeven years, And the [vuen pr wy il-favonre { kine that came 
wp after wy wad even jears.. But theſe kine could not be years.of 
T3 any. other hon that they ſignified fo many years of plenty 
and ſo many —_—_ ſcarcity that were to come. The bones which 
_ on are ſaid m_ the a Ny ys * Iſrael. Ezek.. 37.11. 
he [aid unto me wn, theſe are the whole Houſe of Iſrael. : 
bel] thy ſy wr don pe eos Foal: 


are dried — 
is meant that this viſion! ora ora Y 
—_ the Hour of Irael. By theſe many.-more iy oor any ng 
this is a commune wor of ſpeaking. And hereby K is 
Mol pare by. theſe words, This is wy body ;, we are to ſend, thac 


this bread was to be a Sacxamens and Significatian, of hix Bod : Far 


lee, and are taught pn rhe that, Head 
% I have ſhowed my : je eng wr 


| Again If oe DB OI be is a foie 3 " 10.9 And men 
way as well argne fora. Ty rayon here, 


off his; - But: how pidiculous was or 
_w__ SED .Thas Ghrit, her on. 
TY ; pls yg fo was ad wars fel. 
reals dog. ne moved upon hin- 


a from beage. as fram 
-*W85 NP-MEre Aman bae 
a vine wnuganagys. and 
bore grapes. But to talk a and. whin{ical manner as 
this, 15 more fit for mad-and pwr ion perſons, than for luch as pre- 
tend to Sobriety and Underſtanding, 


VEIL Their ww worſh ipping of the-Bread and: Wine in the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is { OAK to the Ward of 
God, and groſs Iolatry. © 

We ſee that the Bread and Wine Lokiead and wine Rill «ker Cone 
ſecration, tho' __ conſecrated and fet-aparc co alacred uſe. And 
eur Saviour and. his Apoltles have given; us ao (Command nor Ex- 


ample. 
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ample to worſhip them. And this is to.make them Idols, and is con- 
crary to a multitude of places in. the ſacred Scriptures. This is flat con- 
trary to: the great Commandment, Exod, 20. 3 : Tho ſhelt have no 
oth:y Goda before me : For this 1s to make and have a multitude of 
Gods before him. And ſaith Moſes, Deur. 11.28; And 6 Cwrſe, if ye 
will not obey the Commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aſide out 
of the way which I command you thu day, to go after other Gods which 
Je have not known. And Dext. 28. 14.. And ii t wet go. afide from 
any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand or 
zo the left, to & after other Gods to ſerve them. But here is a new 
Breed of God's brought up, and (which is. a. deplorable thing) by 
ſuch as pretend to be the Diſciples of che bledſed Jeſus, who. came to 


4 y 


teach us to worſhip and ſerve God alane.in- ſpirit and truth... God 


hath declared that he will not give hus (glory to-another, 1/s. 42.3. 
And therefore we muſt not give hn Gory and ſacred Rights to the 
conlecrated Elements in the Lord's Supper. - Our bleſſed Saviour hath 
cold us, that we muſt worſhip and ſerve God only in a-Religious man- 
ner, Matt. 4. 10; and Lak. 4.8 : And therefore we mulſt-be. careful 
to keep this great 'F t, and not be ſo profane as to fall 
down and worſhip the bread that we eat. St, Paul chargeth this up- 
on the Heathen as a grievous Crime, Rem. 3.25; That they changed 
the truth of God into @ lhe, and worſhipped and ſerved the creature, more 
than the Creator, who uz bleſſed for eva, Ames : And we mult not now 
run into the like Crime, when we have ſo clear a Light ſhiviog 
before us; Eor if we do, we ſhall be greater lannecs in ſo doing, « 
the Heathens were. By theſe and many other places we may ſee, that 
this is contrary to the bleſſed Word of God, and grofs Idolatry to fall 
dawn and worſhip the Bread and Wine inthe Sacrament; and tomake 
jquot them. From all My Idols wb _ qur ons as St. Fab 
2 commanged us, I fob, 5.21 5: We Would:.not nave gr part.ift 
the Lake which burneth with fire and brunſtone, wherein we are cold 
that Idolaters ſhall have their. part-. Revs 24, 8. | 


to the ſacred Word of God. 
We are taught in the ſacred Scriptures, That Chriſt hath offered 
up.himfelf once for all, and hath purchaſed Eternal Redemption for 


us, and that there is no ne:d that he _ be offered up again for 
| 2 our 


Gid the "Father" for the, Quick and Dead, is net. agreeable 


4. IS 


/ 
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our Salvation. Heb. 9.12 ; ſaith the Apoſtle : But by bi own blood be 
entred in once mto he boly place, having obtained Eternal Redemption 
for w. And wer. 25, 26. Nor yet that be ſhould offer- bimſelf often, as 
the bigh Prieſt emereth imo the boly place every year with the blood of o- , 
thers, For then muſt be often bave ſuffered fince the foundation of the 
world; but now once in the end of the World, bath he appeared to pat 
away fin by the ſacrifice of bimſelf. And ver. 48. So Chrift was once 
offered to bear tbe fins of many. Chriſt was not to offer himſelf often, 
25 the high Prieſt offered every year, bur one offering was ſufficient; 
and by it hath he put away our fins and obtained eternal Redemp- 
tion for us, and there is no more need of his (offering again. And 
faith the Apoſtle, Heb. 10, 10. By the which Will we are ſanttified thro 
the offering of the body of Feſme Chriff once for all. And ver. 12. But 
thu man be bad offered one ſacrifice for fins for ever ſat down on 
the right hand of God. Arid ver. 14. For by one ; bath per- 
feed for ever them that are ſanitifud. By one offering hath our Sa- 
'viour perfeed and compleated his work ot our Redemprion,and there 
is now no more need of his being offered again, and Ir is bue a vain 
thing to pretend to more offerings of him ; and to pretend that the 
| _ We are taught that Chriſt is to dye no more; 
| andtherefore he cannot be ſacrificed and offered up to God the Fa- 
ther in the Maſs-ſervice. Rows. 6. 9, 10; ſaith the Apoſtle, Knowing 
that Chrift being raiſed from the dead. dyerb no more, death bath no more 
dominion over bim. For in that be dyed, an true fin once ; but in that 
be liveth, be liveth unto Ged, Chriſt we fee is no more to'dye and. 
m_ under the pon ue roger ne 16 ph and _ 
ettisa{ piece of vanity and wickedneſs to pretend to facri- 
fice and offs him - vg God the Father for the fins of men. We 
A ods 3 as A Mags tt 18—; and 
' Wit wg of blood Votre x no remiſſion ls, 9:22, And 
how then can the Maſs-facrifices ſignify any thing ?- Ie was a very 
finful Crime in thoſe thae put che Son of God to death; And how 
then can it be deemed an acceptable ſervice to God in thoſe that 


pretend to at Fw a_ rs a grand piece of impiety f 
God, az to facrifice and offer him up here at yo—_ lea 

25 we are aſſured by the” s yord 
Chriſt is in Heaven at the right hand of G 
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X, Their keeping the Cup in the Sacrament from the 
Lay- people is not agreeable to the ſacred $ criptures. 


Our bleſſed Saviour gave the Cup in the Sacrament eo all, and COm> 
manded that all his Diſciples ſhould drink of it. Mazt. 26.27. And be 
zoek the Cup, and geve thanks, end gave it to them, ſaying, Drink je all 
of it. Here our Saviour comadeik that all his Diſciples ſhould drink 
of the Cup; and his Command is as poſitive and clear as well can 

- be. And LE. 22. 17. And be took the Cup, and gove thanks, and ſaid, 
Take this and divide it among your ſelves. This we ſee is no leſs to be 
divided among them all than the. | was. And St. Merk cells, us 
that they all drank. of it. Afar. 1 23, on book the Cup, 9d gp 
be bad given thanks, be gaveitrot And they:all dronk of i... 
15 the LH and politive Command k our Saviour that all n 
any exception ſhould drink of the Cup in the Sacrament ; ey Ni 
we ſee all his Diſciples did. i St. Paul doth. plainly ſhew that all 
are to drink of it, that partake of the bread. ..1. Cor. 11. 26—=, 9 
aftes as ye ſhell eat ths Bread and drink the. Cup. 
eat this Bread and drink this Cup of the Lord unworthily—. bt @- 
wen examine bimſelf, and (0 let bim cot of that Bread, T1 4s 
Cup. ' This we ſee i the Apoſtle's command that every one after due 
examination ſhould both eat t of the Bread and drink of the Cup, MN nc 
keeping the Cup in the Sacrament from Lay-perſons we ſee: is fla 
ce to the poſitive 0: Ie Command of our Saviour and 
poſtle. 


XI. The Praflice of thes Remſb Church in reſ] 
| Marriages is. not Cup to the Word of God." - , 


Firſt, The prohibicing the Marri 
able tothe Word of God od, The Word of God 


well as ather if they 
Tyranny ans and an evil UE DOE 
God allowed 
may ſee Lev. 21. ON TYpe == nd 


4 7 that & 6 where, or 
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"Rong God accounted them holy to himſelf, and would 
nos ſuffer cheny to. profate themſelves jn many other reſpe&s where- 
in the Common Pcople might protane themſelves. . And we ſee that 
Aaron and his Sons were married men, and "= were the Hog Prieſts 
of the Jews ; and that they married as they ſaw good, obſerving onl 
the limitations of the Law of God, And the Goſpel doth allow all 
men liberty to marry, that ſee good cauſe for it. And itdoth require 
that thoſe Thould marry that have not the gift of continency, and can- 

7: | not well otherwiſe keepthemſelves chaſt ; bur it tolerates no whore. 
dom at all. 1 Cor. 7.2, faith St. Paul ; Neverthel|; 10 avoid fornication, 
bt, every. man beve bit own wife, and let every woman bave ber own 
bnnband. | Here:isno Pe tug ge but all may ir; Fore” thar ſee need for it. 


And {ich the Apoſt b LA ir Mere is bonourable in all, and 
the hid - bat 1yhoren 


X adulrerers God will judge. "And 

Cs Se. Paul plainly ſhew, chat Biſhops and Deacons might be married 
men. 1 Tim. 3. 2. A Biſhop then (ſad he) maſt be Hamel, the buſ- 

band ' - b-b.r1, 20 He that had not married one Wye, and put her 


aw Rare huper tf as the HA ſometimes did; . but had mar- 
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\"Georitty, The Rownhs "Church dath olerats Inceftnous Kano 
and the. Popes do ys Diſpenſations for ſuch Marriages as are 
Ly: hath the Word of 
< th bochedden all neaſiuaus Marriages inthe Baok of Lew: 
 .and-told us. w har perioas we ary (6 marred Lech 4h, berg rs 
wy yoo that 5, near. of kin ta. hins, - to uncover. thasr 
neſs, 1 am the / $a And the ſeveral d af perkins that OE 
uy has to apgrogeh. to, are mentioned/in. t er and m the 

gt of this Bok Ag. here we may too.that tha raar- 
TE AN. par Wyo my tp 6 yt 
" : of thy bratber's wife, it it "F 

Lev. 20. 21. Ad. Folm Bapeiſt col take bis brot Ng 


u_—_— 67a the of TD 
and for marrying a Tra 


is our Saviour 
beew [aid, : 


7 _ vita 
£y i _ a ES: 
oever 
Kar 15. ns: ins: 


this Sly" pg ban bo nk, wd 


big 
—_— twain ſhell: he one fleſþ —. aa ean Lots, ng 19> 
getber, let nat man put #[under. And again, Mer. 0, $——i dad thiy. 
rein ſhall be ove fleſh, then Lene are 10 ppore twain bus one fleſp::. Wis 
therefore God hath j0ined tage! role 5+ aſwder + This wa ſeo 
rok Knot, and a_wor Kg Jon when. it is lnriatly- 


| [4] 
done accordin his order; and not to be diſſolved by man, except 
in war | Yeoh beak And faith St. Pexl, 1 Cor. 9:10, 11. And 
unto the married I command, yet not 1, but the Lord; Let not the wife 
be ſeparated from ber bub But and if ſhe be ported, bs os re- 
man wmerred, or be revniled to ber buohand; aud let not the bluband 
pur away bit wife. * Chriſtians are not to 


-were even to keep their Heathen Wives, if they would live with them, 
and not Jeave their Husbands becauſe they were 


Chriſtians; But not- 


yer prey 11mg lucar th 7 
ar penny Brig; io is 


ne we footer che Marriage of the Clergy is as law- 
ns he Mon of other men. This we ſee is flat contrary to the 
expreſs Word 'of God. 'In theſe matters concerning it is 
clear that their Praftice is OTE OP OY) ord of 


xl. Ther Deftrine es 6d their Maſſes and 
Phw; and Mbſolutions for the delivering of men from thence, 
are not »qapel to the ſacred Scriptures. 


ey 


to ve theſe will 
EE 32 That 


CO ASES Th a 


ns as theſe in the Sor: 
Serrs mores faith concer- 
'S Neither hath this man 
oy at other men do fin be- 
oo, ve Won. Nor & 7 Jo this oy prove _ fins 

orgiven 4n another world, which are not Tp rpc 

Ci Gee rers co be forgiven in anocher World 

God, and men here upon earth have ahaioey oy "wg oa 
of we World to come, and are in ignorance as —_— 
the 
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the State- and Condition of the greateſt pat ol partieulac men, tho' 
ſomeching may be known concermng a tew; And great arroganey 
and vanity i is for men here to pretend to order the affairs of the 
. World to came and another life. | 


Again ſaich-our Saviour, Aett. 5. 25,26; Apree with thine Aibvorr- 
ſary quickly whileſs rhow art in the way with him, leſ at any 1inve \the ail- 
werſary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to whe offi- 
cer, and thou be caſt os Os Verily 1 ſay «mo thee, thou ang + 
means come one thence, till thou bat paid the uttermoſ® farthing. Her 
-our blefied Saviour doth exhort and perſuade men to repent end 2- 
mend their lies, and to "make fatisfa&tion for all the Injuries and 
Wrongs that they have done to others, while it may-be-done here in 
this World; and lets them know; that 'if they do nov rake this wiſe 
-courſe to make ſatsfation now, they ſhall hereafter be -deuk with 
with great N1gor and ſeverity, ike one that ſuffers the extremity-6f che 
Law, -and tis not releaſed from priſon till he hath d >, the uttermoſt 
farthing that was due frombhim. Theſe words [ till tbow-baſt pared? 
-doinot prove that ſuch an one ſhall. be releaſed, but are rather 'to'be 
underſtood of lying in hell for ever. But:here is nothing like Par- 

atory, and no proof that men ſhall be delivered from thence by Ab- 
Than and Prayers and Maſles, &«c : But this place, inſtead of pro- 
ving of Purgatory, is a ſtrong argument-to prove that there rates, ry 
place. For here we ſee that our Saviour: doth exhort-men to'take'ſuch 
2 courſe in due time that they may not'be-caſt into priſon ; and if 
they will be wiſe betimes and take care, he ſhewetrh that -men may 
eſcape-this priſon and not+come into it at all; And when men are 
caſt-into-this priſon, che doth:plainly affirm that they cannot be dif- 
charged from e's, ;Abfolutions, 'nor be begged ant! bought out 
thence by Prayers-and: Out al eld 


LE 

wnto you. And Epbeſ. 5.25—; ſaith the Apoſtle, Even as Chriſt alſ 
1846) þ2 Church, and gave bimſelf for it : That be ,might ſani#ify and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the Word, That be might preſens 
it to bimſelf a gloriow Church, not having Jo or wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing ; but that it ſhould be boly and without blemiſh. And faith St 7ob», 
I Joh. 1.7; But if we walk in the lipbt, as he « in the light, we bave 
. fellowſhip one with another, and the bleed of Feſms Chriſt his Son cleanſeth 

aw from ll fin. Here we ſee how men are cleanſed and purified and 
made fit to enter into the Holy tg A : And here we ſee chat 
thero is no necd of Purgatory, and that men are not cleanſed and 
purified this way 3 but that they are. purified by the Ordinances of 
Chriſt, by _—_— and forſaking of their fins and evil ways, by 
being baptize into: the'Chriſtian Religion, and living of holy and 
innocent lives according -to the Dofrine and Commands there- 
of ; and by the precious blood of| Chriſt, and by the Holy Spinic 
- of God, Theſe Texts of Scripture do plainly prove to us that there 
s no ſuch place as Purgatory, becauſe there 1s no need of it, and men 
are not cleanſed and purihed by ic, but are purified on other ways 

ro 


and means. Nothing like Purgatory can be gathered from this place 
in the Revelation Chap. 21, Ver. 27. | 


Again ſaith St. Peter, 1 Pet. 3.18, 19 ; For Chrift alſo hath once ſuffer- 
ed for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that be might bring ws to God, being 
put to death in the fleſly, but quickned by the Spirit. *' By which alſo be 
went and preached unto the ſpirits in priſen. And theſe Spirits the Pa- 
piſts would have to be in Purgatory, and that Chriſt by his: Spirit 
went to preach to them. But this will prove nothing co* their puc- 
| Poſe. For theſe are thoſe fiaful Wretches that were diſobedienc ja 
the days of Neeb, and then it: was that Chriſt preached to! theay by 
his Spirit in Noah and the righteous men in. thoſe days. ' And thus 
ſaith St. Peter, ver. 19, By which alſo be went and preached ' unto the (pi- 
rits in priſos : Which ſome time were diſobedient, - when onve the long- 
ſuffering of God waited in the day: of Noah, while the: Ark was @ pre- 
paring. And while the long-ſuftering of God waited for their repen- 
tance in the days of Nesb, then it was that Chriſt: preached to them 
by his Spirit in Noeeb and other pious men: perhaps coo; For it was 
che Spirit of Chriſt that was in Noah and the Prophets. Bur they be- 
ing then diſobedient, and abuſing God's Mercy and Long-ſuffering, 
and refuling to amend their ſinful lives, are now in hell eternally 
damned,. and not in Purgatory, and the Long ſuffering of God dot 
now no. longer wail for their repentance ; and here 1 no proof that 


Chiiſt. 


— 


461 | 
Chriſt preached to any ſuch ſpirits in priſon after his death. a ie 
doth appear that theſe ſmners are like to periſh for ever from 2 Pee. 
2. 4—: For (ſaith he) if God ſpeed not the Angels that ſinned, but caſt 
them down to hell, and delivered them into cham of darkneſs to be re- 
ſerved unto judgment : And ſpared nat the old World, but {aved Nook 
the eight perſon, a preacher of rigbtcouſneſ;, bringing in the flood upon the 
world of the ungodly—, Here we ſee that theſe wicked and ungodly 
men are reckonzd with the Angels that ſinned and -are caſt down to 
hell: And from hence it doth appear that they are like to periſh for 
ever, and that they are not in any Purgatory out of which they are 
like to be delivered. Here, in this place of St. Perer [ 1 Per. 3. 19. } 
there 15 nothing that looks like the Popiſh Purgatory out of which men 
are to be delivered by Prayers and Maſſes and Popiſh Abſolutions. 


| Again ſaith St. Paul, 1 Cor. 3.15 ; If any man's work ſhall be burnt, 
be ſhall ſuffer "1 bat be himſelf ſhall be ſaved ; yu [ov as by fre. And 
this ſome Papiſts would have to be the fire of Purgatory.” But it is 
clear that the Apoſtle afſertecth no {uch thing as Purgatory here. The 
Apoſtle here doth ſhew that this was to be a fiery Tryal, to try every 
man's work of what ſort it was; and that if a man's work ſhould be 
| burne in this'Tryal and be found to be nought, he ſhould yery nar- 
rowly eſcape and be ſaved as by fire. He doth not here poſitively af 
firm that he ſhall be ſaved by. fire, but uſeth it as a fimilitude to ex- 
reſs the difficulty of ſuch a man's being ſaved; That he ſhall be 
aved juſt as a man 1s ſaved by or out of. the fire when his houſe is 
on fire about him, and there is but one ſtep between him and death: 
Ver. 11 ſaith St, Paul; For other foundation can no man lay, than that is 
leid, which is Teſws Chriſt, Now if any man build on this foundation, 
old, filver, precious tones, wood, bs ſtubble : Every man's work ſbal 
be made. manifeſt ; for the doj ſhall declare it, becauſe it ſhall be revealed 
by fre, and if a ſhall eboar's mans work of what ſort it is, If any 
e which be hat 


mman's work abi built. thereupon, he ſhall receive a Few 
ward. If any man's work ſhall be burmt, be ſhall ( er loſe, but be bins- 
Jeif hel be awed, Jet ſo as by fire. Here it. is that the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh o 


lottie day of Tryal,. ſome ,ſugh Judgmengz as came-upon 
the Jews, as ſeeths probable. And here we A thoſe that built 
upon "ho þ ndation of Chriſt ſound Do&trines and good. pious 
works 2comonk to the Goſpel of Chriſt, ſuch as would abide the 
fiery Tryal of this Day, and the Rrict examination of Almighty God; 
(as gold and filver will abide the fire) thoſe, we ſee.were to receive 
a reward, and were like to ſpeed y_ and here.is no A ny 

| 2 that 
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that hey ſhould eſcape and be ſaved as by fire iri fuch a hazardous and 
difficult manner. Bur thoſe that ſhonld build cortupt Dodtrines and 
finful Works upon this foundation, fuch as would not abide the fiery 
Eryal of this Day (as Wood and Hay and Stubble will not abide nc 
fire ) ſuch mer} were like to fuffer loſs, and be in extreme dange 
and their deliverance would be like the yt Io man out of t 
fire, when he is juſt ready to. be ſwallowed up with deftruQion. To 
eſcape by or out of the fire, is a common expreflion to fignify a nar- 
raw efcape out of fome great danger. Pſal.66: 12; faith the Pfalmift, 
We went thovew fire, and thorow erent is, not chro' Purgatory, 
25 i clear enough, becauſe this World, but thro” great hard- 
ſhips and dangers, And Ame: bt i Eobpres overtbrown ſome of you, 
as God overthrow Sodom and G e were 41 @ firebtand pluckt 
out of the burning—. That 1s, ye _— pre pox oc from-deſtruQion juſt 
when it was ſerzing upon you, like as 2 brand or. ftick is. preſerved | 
from burne; when it 1s ſnatched out of che very. fire, And fo 
Zee. 3+ 3. Tr this for will for out of the fire ? And faich St. Fude 
ver. 23; And others with fear, pulling then out of the fre: Th 

n, delivenng them ft great 2ags r that they were in. Andito 
be frrnk by fire Freed. from Sihitts b t 5 as. St. Peter Mick 
the: like i tom of ſaved by water, Sar is from parifiing 
STE. 1 Pex; 3.20. the ark was « preparing, whitein 

ſouls were ſaved by water : That go yer: 7 keing ds 

ed Meds the Flbod which. drowned the' old World. And ba W Paul 
_ uſeth, by by fie, here rg Sg at fuch a oo. of Ttyal-and 
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whether thou pref. ne Preach ous? 
work'isto be-done an comileated re tm this World, and:chat there” 
is no place for work or action iri the grave after death. And ſand he, 
Fcclef. 17, 33. If rhe tree fall toward the fuk or 1oward the north ; in 
rhe place where the tree falhtb;” there it ſhall be: And hereby he feem- 
etfy to inmate unto tis; that | men at dead. fill Iike'trees, and. canner 
afterwards alter thefr condtivir, And ſath" or Saviotr, "Fob..g. 4; 
I muff work the work of bimi that ſent ne, While it « Dy rhe Lek 1 
cometh when no man can work, Andcliis night, we may be fare, wil 
come at death, tho" our Lord here mayhave ſome refpett ro Perfecati- 
on _ And ſaith St. Pau St, Cont, Phil, 2.12: ; dot Th Fly th harry with 
tar and tremblivg, ' I ainly ſfiew' that' every, 
Lunt op der. res owh wining Fo tld; and extorrs 
as to-do it ep prey = x gre care, Tot lax pal es thar it'fs 
notto be: done by che: Prayers.and Abfolitions of athers after we ate 
dead. Andianth rhe. Ps os, Kt 13'; Bur;exbore one anochet while 
* it cabed*tv"day—; Hereby allo Mewing frievur work is co be'done 
here before: death. And'at the great Day © Þ nes every one is 
to be jndped according to the things. thar he dono' here in _ 
Body: 2 Cir. 5. 10; For (faith St. Paul). we muſt all appear 
Jud menr:ſeat of Chriſt, that oy hag may receive the t wn, oe; Lees Ano in os by 
; according to that be hat wherber it be. good 
Ving to the chings done here C naſle body in in he _ men rey 
be-jadped at the [aſt day; and here is no:regard that is ta be Had: to 
ch6 tmacters of Purgatory, which _ char there is no fuch place. 
And'after death'we may ſe char th che righteous: ceaſe from their labor 
and' areat reſb, amd therefbre are not ago 'and: rormented-ih the- 
fire of Pargatory. Fbb. 1. JE, 13, Why did'the bees Pay we 7 of 
why the breafts, that ! ſuck? For now ſhandd 7 bave ſlept; then 
bai 1 ben at reſt; TG elors of the earth, Ai 
"= There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and thete the wiaty be as 
Fob concluded hc he als be. at i reſtas foon a5 he was out of 
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_ that dliey ſhould eſcape #nd be ſaved as by fire ii fach a hazardous wal 
difficule manner. Bur choſe that ſhonld hoiſd corrupt Doarines and 
finful Works apen chis. foundation, fuch as would not abide the fhery 
Eryal of this Day rt hepa” Hay and Stubble will ot abide the 
fire ) ſach men; were like to fuffer loſs, and be in extreme oy er, 
and their deliverance would be like che delivering a man out of the 
fire, when he is juſt ready to. be ſwallowed up with deſtruQtion. To 
eſcape by or out of the fire, '1s a common expreſſion to fignify a nar- 
_ efcape out of _ e great danger. Pſal:66: 12; ſaith the Pfalmiſt, 
We'wens thorew fire, and thorow water —: That is, noe chro' Purgatory, 
is clear enough, becauſe it-was in this World, but thro" great hard- 
ips and dangors. And Amor 4. 1t. I have overtbrown 0, of you, 
as God overthrow Sodom and Gomorrab, and ye were at a firebrand pluckt 
out of the hurning—, Thatis, ye were preſerved from-deſtruQion _ 
when it was ſerzing upon” you, like as a brand or. ftick is. pre 
from being burne; whien it 1s ſnatched out of the very fire, gy Fo 
Zee. 3-2. Ir not this bor will fo out ot be "And faich St. Fude 
ver. 23; And' others fear, y hers out of the fire : 
bh gi danger t They were in. And 
fire, io be ref from periſhing b *A og ar Peter Meck 
water, gar 4 from periffiitig 
r the ath was « if wherein a, 
@ eighy ſouls Soy ſaved by weter : Thar %, we 7 e's 
_ ed with the Flood -which. drowned the: old' Weill And i 73 Paul 
ulerh, by fre, here in this place. When fach a Day. of Tryal-and 
: God of. Mercy, may deliver 
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brered: by Maio and Prayers ad ob Abſelutions.. % 
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few U evvey 
one isto  oalng eld; and actions 
ns to-do it bard ohh teh Jo Et Care, SS EEES nly” fee thar it'is 

nor to-be- done by the: Prayers. a11d Abfofitions 
dead. And faith the. A \ Bb. 4: 13: PaboFrapiheor Ares; 
* it called"tv"day—; Hereby ao fiewing that tur work is Anbar exp: 
here before* death. And at the great Day of ery one is 
to be judged according to ve oeme 14 «phage Tat Jon heroin the 
Body. 2 Cir. 5. 10; For panties _ we muſt al appear before the 
ju jrceaer of Chrift,, that « ' receive the things done in bis 
10 that be bath it beytod' or bed., ' Accor: 
eg done Vrk dn w body in this world, ate mer t6- 
Non. heed a foi dens and heres no:regard that is ta be Had. to 
hs tnatters of ry, which ffiews thac there is no fuch place. 
And after Int, ar ny Botur ch che ri ireous, ceaſe from thieir. labor 
and' areat reſt, and therefbre are nar lab rp 'and: rormentsd in the 
fire of Pargatory. Fbb. 4.19, 19, Id"rbe Bees fttwent we?" ot 
why the breafts, that ? foould. lick? Pur £6 ate 1 bows ſtep; 

| bail I ben at riff; arp ry iran abors of the earth—, A 
17. There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there the weary be ar 
Fob concluded thac he foul be. at reft.as ſoon a5he was one of 
this troubleſome world, .and that other: righteous .mert ſhould, > 

too; and yet he: had' perfe& knowledge of a. world co come; 
19. 25—-, And' Daniel wasto be at reſt; Das; 12; 13. Bur pon 
way 178 the end: be ; for thou ſhalt reft, ad Prot is. FY lot- bee end 


of 
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of the dj7. And ſaith the Prophet, Iſaiab 57,.1--, None confidering 
< Top iN i taken away from the evi! to: come. He. ſhall enter into 
-peace, .. From evil here in this world is the righteous man taken; and 
"when Mo NOD ND ” Pans into. rhe and mm (9% RT 
the Apoſtle, Heb. 4 9; There. remainerh therefors # reſt to the Peo 
| of Ged. For by thats entred_zwto Her be . alfo, bath ceaſed from. bu 
' own works, as God did from bis. .Þ« us daber 4 efore to enter into that 
reft, jeaf any man fall after the ſame. creme of unbelief,, A reſt re- 
maineth to the People of God after this life. is ended, and- here we 
are to labor that we may enter into. it... And. ſaith. St. obs, Rev. 
14,.13.; And 1 beard woe from Heaven [aying wate me, Write, Bleſſed 
T7 5% red which. dje in the Lord from bees forth, yea ſaith the Spi 
rit, thet 


they. may reft from their labors, and their works do follow them. 
Thoſe that' dye in Chriſt are bleſed and: happy, and are then to ceſt 
from their labors, and not to be tormented in Purgatory. 
. TOR TIESIN wit is SF IL 2 SIRI LIONS V5 To re 1 
2, We: may conglude from, hence alſo that. .there is:no Purgatory, 
becauſe the body has necd to bg purified as well as-the ſoul, and muſt 
be.purified before ic goes w Heaven ; but the body is not purified in 
Purgatory,: and therefore we may conclude that the ſoul 15 not puri- 
fied in any ſuch place... It is more thely that the body ſhould be ptici- 
fied: in : ſuch a fire, than that the foul ſhould be ſo; but.che body 
Iyes here in the grave-with us unul the reſurceion, and is not puri- 
fed by Purgatory :. And yet the body mult be prcrnd before it can 
go to Heaven. For the Apoſtle hath told us, That fleſh and blood can- 
not inberig the Kingdam of Heaven, and that corruption doth not inherit 
incorruption, 1 Cor. 15. $0. But our bodies areto be glorified and ſpi- 
ritualized by our bleſſed Lord. Phil. 3, 20=.; For our conver/ation"is_ins 
Heaven, from whence alſo we look for the Saviour the Lord Feſws Chrift ;\ 
who ſhall change our vile body, that it may be faſhioned like unto his glo- 
rious body, according to the working whereby be is able to ſubdue all things 
| wnto himſelf, The body is to: be purified, before ic can go to Heaven ; 
but it is Certain-that the bodies of men dead are in the grave and not 
in FUN and that the bodies of che righteous are to be changed 
and glorified by our blefſed Saviour ; and we may be ſure allo thatthe 
ſouls of the righteous are purified'by him. When we by. the grace of 
God, haye done what we can to purify our ſouls, we may be ſure that 
our bleſſed Saviour will complete this purity, and roles them without 
ſpot before the Throne of God; as I have ſhewed before.” This clear 
.prook before pur eyes, that the bodies of men departed are not in Pur= 
.gatory but in monuments and graves here upon earth, doth make it 


more 


C38. 1 
more evident that there is ng fuch place;es Purgatory, bat that it 
a. vain Figipn and a meer. Fable. . All Receptacles of the'dead ſhall 
at the laſt day deliver up-the bodies of men- that are in them, and 
are there to remain till that day- according to: Fobw's Viſion. Rev. 
20. 13. And the Jes gove #p the dead which were in it ; and death and 
bell (or the Grave) delivered up the dead which were in then; and they 
were judged every man' according to their work, | In.the ſeveral recep- 
'tacles, where the bodigs of. men.are and ſhall be repoſed and laid up 
are may eo. abide till che general day.of Judgment, 'and are then and 
not before to be delivered up. es ; 


And if there were any. need that men thou be purifyed in Pur- 
gatory before. they can: be fic for Heaven, there wogld be the ſame 
need and neceflicy that the laſt generation of men ſhould be purifyed 
herein before they could be fit for Heaven : Buc we are a Wu S. 
Pasl, that at the laft day the dead ſhall be raiſed np, and that the 
living ſhall then be changed and fo go with: thera ſtraie to Judgmenc 
to meet the Lord, and that che righteous ſhall from thencefarch a- 
bide wich him for ever. 1 Cor. 15. 51.. Behold (faith he). I ſbrw you 6 
Myſtery ; we ſhall not all ſleep (that is, die) but we ſhall all be changed, ip 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 8t the laft trump; for the :rumpes 
ſhall ſonnd, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall be changed: 
That 1s, thoſe of us that ſhall be then. pid, And & Thbeff: 415, 
faith he ; For 1his we ſay unto -you by the word [of the Lord, That we 
which. are alive, and remain unto ;be coming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent 
them which are aſleep : For the Lord bim ef ſhall deſcend from Heaven 
with @ ſhout, with the woice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God; 
and tha dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt : Then we which are alive and remain, 
ſhall be caught up togetber with them in the clouds, to meet the; Lord inthe 
dir ; and ſo ſhall we ever be with the Lord. The laſt generation of 
men ſhall be changed and ſo go ſtrait away to meet the Lord and.to- 
Judgment ; and the righteous of them are then to abide. wich the 
Lord for ever; and they go not toany Romiſh. Purgatory,  And.they 
prove to us that there is no necellity of any ſuch. place, and that in 


truth and reality there is no ſuch place at al 


3. We may ſee that it is not our duty to pray for the dead, and that 
our Prayers 1n ſuch caſes are like to avail nothing, and therefore that 
Prayers.and Maſſes and Abſolutions for the dead are altogether vain. - 
We have no Example in the Word of God for any ſuch pradtice, 
and we may les by Devid's Example that we are not to pray. for the. 
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4. We'm ſee that all men are retinced to ws Dis, viz. the 
Righeeous The Wicked'; That thete are but two ways ; for them 
IX? happine and'to hen » That Hog. amy oy into-@ 

happineſs upon thei reare "Hence 4a not Hits 'tor- 
ment and puniſhment, and that-the Wicked wool, he a ſtate of 
miſery and are never like to releaſed out of itz And therefore 
that there is no ſuch place'as Purgatory where men-ſhall be torment- 
ed for a time «nd afcervaril releaſed from it. The facred Scriptures 
do all along 'rankmen into theſe two ſorts of Ripheovey -and Wicked, - 
tho' ſometimes by other names, 'as'the Evil and the Good, the Juft 
and the Unjuſt, the Saints and FIT the Children of God mo 
e 
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-the Children of the wicked One, Balievers and Infidels, &c. Un- 
..der theſe twa ſorts doth aur blefled Lord camprehend all men, Marr. 
'.$:45- The ye may be. the Children of your Father which is in Heaven : 
For he maketh bis ſym to viſe on the Exuil and on the Good, and [endeth rain 
on the Fuft and on the Unjuſt— ; that 1s, upon all men. And ſo Marr. 
13-49.4nd 25.33 We may [cc allo that there are but ewo States of 
Life which men are to enter into after death, the one of joy and ha 
pineſs,. the other of ſorrow and miſery. Mets. 9. 1 3— faithour rn 
Emter je in 4 the ftrait gate 7; for wide is the gate, and broad is the way 
which leaduth to defrytlien, aud many there be which go in there at; Be- 
 £anſe frrait i4 the gate aud narrow is the 2way which leadeth unto life, and 
few. thers be that find it. And Matt. 18.8 —. Wherefore if thy hand 
.& thy faot offend thee, cut them off, and caff them from thee : It 5s bet- 
ter far thee yo enter into life bals or mgimed, rather than baviug two 
hands, or two feet to be coft into everlaſting fire.. And to this effec, 
Mar. 9.43 — - And again,' Matt. 25.21— 46. In all theſe and the 
like places we ſee. that there are only two places and Scates for men 
.to enter into after death; the one of joy:and happine(s, the other of 
torment and milery; and that all 'mean are like eo enter into one of 
thee two States of Life, and. that there is no third State and Condi- 


tion for them to enter into. - | 


Again we may ſee that the Righteous and juſt after their departure 
hence - 1nto a State of. Joy and Happineſs, and therefore thar 
they are ngt tormented in Purgatory. They enter then into reſt, as I 
have ſhewed before, and therefore not into Purgatory. And -of Le- 
Z4r%s 3n the parable it.is {aid that he was carried preſently after death 
into Abrabem's bolom. Luk. 16, 22. And ut came to paſs that rhe beg- 
gar dyed, and 2was carried by the Angels into Abrabaw's boſom, And 
"we may be {ſure that Abrebam the Friend of God is not in Purga- 
tory and torments- - And this place ſheweth as much, becauſe the rich 
man went to a quite different tate, to hell and torments, and Lszs- 
rw's condition is oppoſed to his ; and-he is faid co be comforted, and 
therefore certainly. not in miſery and torments. ver. 25. -But. Abre- 
bam ſaid, Son, remember that thou in thy life time veceivedf# thy good 
things, and likgwiſe Lazarus evil things; bug now be « comforted, and 
thou art conmented. Here we {ge in this parable that Lazora was car- 
_ hon —_— _ _ into II —_——— of com- 

nd joy, and that hewent not into any ſuch place as Purg : 
And hereby are we inſtru&ed thac all Om men ſhall be andy: 
£d as {pen-as they are doad-to a place —— and joy. A—_ 


o 
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bleſſed Lord commended his ſpirit into the hands of God the Father, 
when he was expiring upon the Croſs. Lak. 23.46. And when Feſwe 
had cried with @ loud woice, be ſaid, Father, into thy bands I commend 
»y ſpirit, and having ſaid tha, be gave + ha ghoſt, He commended 
his \xjeh into the hands of God the Father, and thither certainly it 
went, And by this example of the Captain of our Salvation are we 
taught to do the like, and to commend our ſouls at the hour of death 
into the hands of Almighty God ; and may be ſurethat all righteous 
mens ſouls go thither, and not into Purgatory. And St. Stephen com- 
55 en way his ſpirit to be nc —_ grow 7. 59. _—_ they ftoned 
Stephen calling upon G aying, Lord Feſws recerve my ſpirit. Inco 

eu pviroge un bleſſed Lord did he commend his ſpirit; and there 
is no doubt but that thither it went even to our bleſſed Lord where 
he ſaw him ſtanding at the right hand of God ; ver. 56; and not in- 
to any Purgatory. And St; Paul concluded that he ſhould be wich 
Chriſt as ſoon as he was dead; and Chriſt is at the right hand of 
God, as the facred Scriptures teſtifie. 2 Cor: 5. 8. We ave confident, I 
ſay (faith he) and willing rather to be abſent from the body, and to be 
preſet with the Lord. And Piil, 1.23. For 1 am in a ſtrat betwixt 
two ( ſaith he) baving @ defire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which 
is far better. He concluded that when he departed hence he 
ſhould be with Chriſt : And Chriſt is at the right hand of God, az 
theſe places ſhew, Rom. 8. 34. Epbeſ. 1. 20. Col. 3.1. St Paul doth 
plainly ſhew that righteous men go to Heaven as ſoon as they dye 
and depart hence ; and that they go not to any ſuch place as Pur- 
'gatory. And as for Eljeb, we are told that he wene body and ſoul 
ſirait away to Heaven. 2 King. 2. 1. 4nd it came to paſs as they ftill 
went on, and talked, that behold there appeared a. chariot of fire; and horſes 

of fire, and parted them both. aſunder, and Elyjab went up.by a whirlwind 
into Heaven, Here we plainly ſee that Eljch was carried ſtrait away 

by this whirlwind into Heaven both body and ſoul, and went not to 

be purified firſt in any Romiſh Purgatory. We read alſo of Enoch 
that God took, him ; Ger. 5. 24. And this doth ſhew that God took 

him to himſelf, and that he ſent him not. to any Romiſh Purgatoy. 

And we may lee that the Penirent Thief went immediatly into the 

Paradiſe of God. Luk. 24. 42 — .| Lind be ſaid: anio Feſws, Lord re- 

wernber me when thou comeſs into thy Kingdom. And Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
werily 1 ſay uno thee, coin thou be with. me in Paradiſe, The 

Pemtene Thief was immediately after his death: co be with onr bleſs 

{ed Lord, and therefore not in any Purgatory, but in che Paradiſe of 

Heayen.a place.of jay and happigels; 2.Cor. 12, 2—; It. is.clear thac 


righteous, 


wo 
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righteous men immediately after death go toa place of joy and hap” 
pineſs, and are'not to be tormented in any Purgatory. | 


And as for the Wicked they are like to go to Hell a place of tor- 
ment and miſery, and are not like to be releaſed from thence at all. 
This is ſhewed by the Parable of the Rich man, that the Wicked im- 
mediately after death go to Hell, and are like to abide there for ever. 
Luk. 1 6. 22— The rich man alſo died and was buried; and in bell he ; 
up bis eyes, being in torment;=. Here we ſee that he went preſently 
to Hell a place of torments. And he could obtain no eaſe nor 
comfort, and no releaſe from this place. Yer. 24— ; And be cried and 
ſaid, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and ſend Lezaru: that be may 
dip the tip of bis finger in water, and cool my tongue, for 1 am tormented 
in this flame. But Abraham ſaid, Son, — 
| time receivedſ# t £ wry things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil things; but now 

he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beſides all this, between w 
and you there is 6 great gulf fixed, ſo that they which would paſs from 
bence to you, cannot; neither can they 247 fo us, that would come from 
thence, Here it is plain that he could obtain no eaſe nor comfort, and 
that this ſmall requeſt would not be granted him : And by the Gulf 
here, Abreham ſheweth that it wasnotin his power to help and relieve 
him ; and that his condition was not to. be altered. And in the 


verſes following he defireth that his Brethren at his Father's houſe. 


might be warned to take care in time that they came not into this 
place of torment ; but he doth not deſire that they or any perſons elſe 
upon earth ſhould pray for him: For if it were not in Abrebam's 
power to helphim, much leſs in theirs. And it doth appear that the 
rorments of Hell are avenge: 6 and that there is no help for men 
when they are there. Mazr. 18. 8— faith our Sayiour; Then having 
two bands or two feet, to be caft into everlafting fire. And Matt, 25. 41—, 
Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting fre—. And wer. 46. And 
theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puni - And Mar.g. 43. Than 
having tio bands, to go into Hell, ito the fire that never ſhall be quenched ; 
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. . And Rev.-1.4. 11. 
ſaich St. Fobm ; And the [mioak of their torment aſcendeth up for ever and 
ever; And they have no reft day nor night, who worſhip the Beaſt and his 
Image—. And Rev. 20.10. And the Devil that decerued them, wat caſt 


into the lake of fire and brimftone, where the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet are, 


and ſhall be tormented day end night for ever and ever. By theſe and 


ſuch places it doth appear that Wicked are like to be tormented 
in Hell for ever, and are not to be releaſed from thence; And thac 
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all Prayers and Maſſes and Papal Abſolutions will fgnifie nothing at 
all to them, and cannor deliver them from.chence. And now ſeeing 
all men are ranked under theſe two ſorts of Righteous and Wicked ; 
ſeeing there are bot two places and ſtares to go to after death, vis. 
Heaven and Hell; feeing the Righteous [after death upon their, de- 
parture hence go.into Heaven 2 lace of joy and happineſs, and the 
Wicked go to Hell where they are to'abide for ever, and from whence 
- they cannot be» delivered ; Ir is from hence? alſo manifeſt that there 
5s no ſach place as the Romiſh Purgatory, and that it 3 a meer fic. 
on and ſinful delufion. It it clear that the Doftrine and Practice of 
the Romiſh Church 'concerning Pargatory are not agreeable to the 
ſacred Seriptiires , andthat a multitade of places cherein do bear coſti- 
mony, againſt them. | | | 


mey is mot agreeable to the bleſſed Word of God, + 


. The ſacred Scriptures do ſhew'that there is 'no Pardon to be had 
- » for mens ſins, excepe they repent of them and forſake them, and 
” become new and reformed men': And a wicked thing it is to pre- 
tend to pardon therh before they are ſo. T/a. 55.7, laith the Prophet ; 
Let rhe wicked forſake bi: "way, and the wnrigbteons mn bis thaughts ; 
and let bim return unto the Lord , and be will bawe mercy upon bin ; and 
70 our God, for be will abundantly pardon, Uyon this condition of re- 
| penting and forſaking of {it1, ahd returning to God, he will pardon, 
t not elſe. And this Gbd ſheweth, Ee. 18. 21: Bur if the wicked 
| will rurn from all bas fins that be hath committed, and keep all my Natutis, 
 #nd do that which is lawfal and right, he ſhall ſurely live, be ſhall trot dye, 
And ver. 24 But when the righteous turneth away from bis rig bteouſne(s, 
and committelh iniquity, and db according to all the abominations that 
the wicked man dotb, ſhall be lrve? all bis righteouſneſs that be hath done 
fhall nor be mentioned: In bis rreſpeſs that be hat treſpalſed, and 'inbis 
{im that be bath Jinned, in them [ſhall he. die, Here we ſee, war. 20, 
that the ſoul that ſinneth._ muſt die and not be pardoned except he 
repent. but boon repentance .and amendment here 15 mercy and 
pardon. to be had, but not won Xe Apd ” wi our Sayjour, Luke 
13. 3; Except ye repent, ye ſhall all iRewiſe periſh. And Luk. 14. 47. 
And that repemance pa Eo? of fins ſbonld be preached in bis ; ds 
&ming all Nations, Repentance 15 (o.be preached to all as the con- 
dition. of pardon-and remiſlion| of lins. Nd Aith St. Peter to Simon 
| Magus, 
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Magnm, Acts 8.22 ; Repent therefore of ths thy wickedne(s, and. pray 
God, if perhaps the theughbt of thine beart may be forgives thee. This was 
the wav that St. Peter preſcrib:d to have his fins forgiven; wi. to re- 
pent and humbly to pray ta God for pardon and forgiveneſs: And 
he hath fet us no example of ſelling of pardons, but the quite con- 
trary., And he hath ſhewed us that Spiriual Gifts and Powers are 
not to be ſold and bought for Money. Ver. i 8—, And when Simoe [aw 
that thro" laying on of the Apoſtles bands the Hely Ghoſt was given, be 
offered them money, [ajing, give me alſs this power, that on whomſoever 
Ps bands, "4 may _ = or Ghoft. Rut Peter [aid unto him, 

wwwey periſh with thee, becauſe thaw baſ# thought that the gift of 
God nay be purchaſed with money. The gifts of God are not to bs 
bought with Money : And from hence it doth appear that the Par- 
dons of men's fins ought not to be fold for Money ; and that ſuch 
Pardons are but miſerable Decexs to the poor deluded Souls that buy 


them. And faith our Saviour to . his Apoſtles when he ſent chem 


forth ; Matt. 10.8. Heal the ſick, cleanſe the lepers, raiſe the dead, caſt 
one devils : Freely ye have recerved, freely give. This is ths Command 
of our bleſſed Lord that his gifts hbuid be frecly communicated. to 
all perſons that were capable of them and well qualiked for them, 
and not fold in ſuch a covetous manner for ſinful gain. And ſanh 
Se. Peter, 3 Pet. 1. 18—, For as much as ye know that ye were not re- 
deemed with correptible things, as ſilver. and gold, from your vam conver- 
ſation—, But with the precious blood of Gap or of a lamb without ble- 
miſh and without ſpot. It is this Blood that hath redeemed us, and this 
Biood and noc filver and gold, muſt pracure us the pardon at our (ins, 
By thele- places ( withour drawing -a multitude more together here 


which might be alledged to this purpoſe ) it is. plaia that the Pop +4 


way of ſelling pardons is not at all agreeable to the ſacred Scriptures, 
but contrary: to them. 
XIV. The Praftice of the Romiſh Church in depoſing 
and dethroning of Emperors Kmgs and Princes, and turn- 
ing them out of their Empires Kingdoms and Domintons ; 
and abſolving their Subjetts. from their Oatbs of Allegiance, 
and from all Fidelity and Obedience to them, is diretily-con- 
trary to the Ward of God. _ = 
"This is very great wickedneſs to turn Princes out of all ther Rights 


2nd Dominions, and to tolecate Rebellion Perjury and Regicide, an 
| uch 
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ſuch black and bloody Crimes ; and to involve whole Kingdoms 
in Gd War and Blood. This| is not- co at like a Servant of 
Chriſt the Prince of Peace, to turn whole Kingdoms thus into 
Diſorder and Confufion, and to ſet men to kill and deſtroy one 
another, and to command them to commit ſuch wicked things as 
theſe, and to violate the ſacred Commands of God to the contrary. 
The High Prieſts among the Jews were ſubjed& to their Kings and 
Princes, and did not Lord it over them at this rate. Aaron was ſub- 
jeR to Moſes, tho' the younger Brother, becauſe he was the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate among them. David |and' Solomon, and the reſt of the 
Kings of the Jews did Rule as Supreme Governors, and the High Prieſts 
were ſi:bje& and obedience to them. And we read not that ever our 
| bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles did depoſe and dethrone any Kings and 
Emperors becauſe they would not preſently ſubmit to them, or gave 
any command that they ſhould be depoſed and removed upon any 
fuch” account. We cannot find that ever the bleſſed Jeſus and his A- 
poſtles ſet ſuch a wide gate open to {in and wickedneſs, and gave 
men liberty to practiſe what Villanies they pleaſed againſt their So- 
veraign and the Lord's Anointed tho' an unbeliever. We-cannot fee 
that they have made Perjury and Murder lawful upon any account, 
much leſs the murdering of a King : But we may ſee that ſuch pra- 
Rice is ſrialy forbid by the Goſpel. Our Saviour hath commanded - 
that Ceſar ſhould have his dues. Matt. 22.21. Render therefore unto 
Ceſar (ſaith he ) 1he things which are Caxſar's; and wnto God, the things 
which ore God's, Ceſar was not to be dethroned, but to have his Dues, 
tho' a Heathen. And the Apoſtles ſtritly enjoyn and command obe- 
dience to Kings and all ſupreme Governors. Row. 13. t=—, ſaith 
St. Paul; Let every ſoul be ſubjefF unto the bigber Powers; for there % 
no Power but of God ; the Powers that be, are ordained of God. IWho- 
ſcever therefore refit eth the Power, reſifteth the Ordinance of God; and they 
that reſift, ſhall receive to themſelves danmation. And wer. 5. Wherefore 
ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for "wrath, but alſo for conſcience [ake. 
Here is a poſitive and ſtrict Command that all men whatſoever ſhould 
be ſubjet to the ſupreme Power ;! and no lefs than Damnation is 
threarned to them that reſiſt and riſe up, againſt lawful Authority and 
Government. And faith St. Peter, 1 Pet. 3. 13== ; Submit your ſelves 
to every Ordinance of man for the Lerdl's ſake ; whether it be to the King, 
as ſupreme; er unto Governors, as unto them that are ſent by him. To 
the King and Governots in all things that are and [awful doth 
St. Peter command us to be ſubjet and lent. And faith 
XX. Paxi to Titxs, 3.1; Put them mw mind to be ſubſeF to Principa- 

| lities 
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lities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, to be ready to every good work: 
By theſe and ſuch places it doth plainly appear that all Subje&s are 
ſtrialy commanded to be ſubjet and obedient to their lawful Go- 
vernors, and are like to periſh if they riſe up againſt them. And to 
command them to rebel and riſe up againſt their lawful Governors, 
15 to command them to break theſe ſacred Commands of the Goſpel, 
and to do that for-which they are like to periſh and be damned. Re- i 
- bellion Perjury and Murder are very great and black Crimes, and [ 
for ſuch are men like to go to the Lake that burns with fire and Þ 
brimſtone ; .as St. Fobn ſhews, Rev. 21. 8. Murderers and all Lyars are \ 
to have their part therein; and perjured Perfons may be reckoned in ol 
the front of Lyars. To command men to do theſe things, is to com- 
mand men to do things which. are extraordinary finful and wicked, 
and to be the great Firebrands of the world : And yet ſuch is the Pra- | 
ice of the Church. of Rome, to do theſe things flat contrary to the ih 
clear Commands of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to the deſtroying of it 
whole multitudes of men both here and hereafter too, 4 


XV. Their debaſing and vilifying of the bleſſed Word of if 
God as obſcure and dangerous and inſufficient, and produfive | 
of Errors and Herefies: And their making their oral Tra- 

ditions of as great Authority as the Word of God, and letting 

them take place of it, is ſmful enough, and: inconſiſtent with- 

the ſacred Scriptures. | 


We are to believe that the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God hath | 
taken ſufficient care that the Canon of the ſacred Scriptures ſhould: E 7 
be perfet and compleat, and that there ſhould be no defe@ in| them. "Dol 
And we are to-beheve that they are plain and: clear enough to dire&: G 
all men to eternal Life, that will diligently read them, and hear them 
read and preached, and carefully praiſe what they are taught there- "0 
in. And this is St. Paw!'s tefttmony of them: 2 Tim. 3. 15. And thar- = \ 
from a child thou baſt known the boly Scriptures, which are able to make thee 
' wiſe unto Salvation, thro' faith which is in Chris Feſw; Theſe facred - 
Writings will furniſh all men with ſufficient Inſtructions for Salva- 
tion. And ſaith he, wer 16, Alt Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God; 
and u profi:able for. dofrime, for reproof, for correftion, for inſtrufftion in- 
rig bteouſneſi ; That the .man of God may be perfeth, thorowly furniſh:d* 
wnto all good works, St. Paul doth here ſhew that the ſacred Serip- 
tures are-ſufficient to-make- men perfe&,. and thorowly furmſhed with, 
Iaſtrucions.. 


LJ - | 
Inſtri&ions to'all good works. Tho' ſome places in them are fome- 
what dark and difhicult to be underſtood, yet ſuch as will carefully 
mind theſe ſacred Writings, may there clearly ſee their duty and what 
they are to do that they may obtain eternal Life ; and there are no 
Inſtruions compararable to-them.. 

And we may ſee that oral Traditions ought not to be had in as 
great a veneration as the ſacred Word of God, and be made of as 
great Authority, For this would be little leſs than adding to the Word 
of God, to make ſuch Traditiony as ſacred-and of as great Authority 
asit. And this we are commanded not to do. Dear. 4. 2. Te ſhall nat 
add wnto the Word which I command you 5 neither ſhall you _— ought 
from it, that ye may keey the Commandments of the Lord your God, which 
1 command you. And Dewt.12. 32, What thing ſoever I command you, 
obſerve to do it ; thou ſhalt nit add thereto, nor diminiſh from it. Thus 
trigly did God command that nothmg ſhould be added to, or dimi- 
*niſhed from his ſacred Word and Commandments. And the Jews 
are ſharply rebuked by our blefled Lord for making void the Com- 
mands of God by their Traditions. Mats. 15.3%. Bus be anſwered 
and ſaid unto them, Why do you alſo tranſgreſs the Commandment of Gad 
by your tradition ? For God commanded, ſaying, Honor thy father and mo. 
ther ; and he that curſeth father 'or muther let bien dye the death. But ye 
ſay, whoſoever 9 ſay to bu father or bis mother, It is 5 gift by what- 
ſoever thou mighteſt be profited by me, und honor not bis farber or bis mo- 
ther, be ſhall be free. Thus have ye made the Commendment of God of 
none effett by your Tradition, Andi(aith he, Mar. 7. 7. Howheit in vam 
do they worſhip me, teaching for dofirines the commandments of men. For 
laying afide tbe Commandment of | God, ye boid the tradition of men — . 

ons are ſharply rebuked for ſetting up their Traditions ſo high 
and making the Word of Ged void by them ; and yet they pleaded 
as much for their Traditions as the Church of Rowe can for her's. 
And here we ſee how vain a thing it is for men to pretend to ſerve 
God, while they teach for doctrines the commandments of men, and 
follow their own vain traditions, and make them of equal authority 
with the Word of God, and prefer them:before it. And ſauh St. Poul 
to Ties, Tit. 1.13, Wherefore rebuke them ſharply, that they may be 
ſoxund in the Faith ; not giving bred to Fewiſh fables, and commandments 
of men, that turn from the truch, The Commandments of men, if 
they once come to vie with the ſacred Word of God, are utterly to 

be rexeted. By thele places, and what hath been ſaid before, we 
may ſce that it 1s great wickedneſs to ſet up aty thing in competr- 
Lon with the ſacred Word of God. The Practice of the Church of 
ee ob Rowe, 
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ray 


| Rowe, in undervaluing the bleſſed Word. of God; 


and ſetting up" ef 
Traditions in-competicion with it, and. p | et, is 


them before 


repugnant to the ſacred Scriptures and a very great. Crime. 
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men even toour enemies. Matr.5. aa: | FO Vii; rug «7 wnrg 
208, Live your enemits, bleſs them that turſe you, S go to them jhat hate 
and pr Pex for vberw which i fe you and perſetute you, Thes 

Je may be the Children of your Farber hich & in beaven ; for be maketh 
bogs un to riſe on'the Evil, und on the Good ; and ſendath rain_onthe juſt, 
on the unjuſt. And to this purpoſe, LuE. 6.44, This univerſal loyp 

and Charity are we to exerciſe that we may be the Children of God, 
and imitate his univerſal love and Kindneſs; 'and if we 'do not fo, we 
ſhall not approve our ſelyes to be'the true Children of God. And 


laith 


ourſs not." And'ver, 20 | Heer if thine” 
bi 1hifh; giee birw dvink. | 
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God, and not 

See that 
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put 0 ſtience tbe igne- 

rence: of | we gnd Rack and Fire, 
is the way- that he preſerives to {Hence the Ignorance-of 'the fooliſh. 
And 1 Pit. 4. 8." Hud whoue' ol things (Hh ig) beve fervent charity 
you? ſelves tr for 'charity ſhall" cover the multitude of fins. This 


among | 
fervent and univerſal love and charity doth the Goſpel ts And 
ſo ar my he _ - be woul _ and crue wack crhen, char 
we ſhould rather be ready to lay down our own Liyes for them, when 
it is likely to be" beneficial to them, - as St. Fobw ſhews; 1 Fob'3. 16; 


Horeby perceiws we the Iwve' of God, ( faith he ) becanſe he laid down | 


bu life for ««; and we i to lay down our liues for the bretbren. 
And fo far is the Goſpel of Chrift from tolerating and giving any 
encouragement to ſuch y Frnoky and mercileſs Practices that 
it flatly declares that Murderers ſhall not inherit the Rage os 
Heaven, but that they are like to periſh eternally, and to go to thei 
Father 'the Devil, that was a Murderec from the beginning, as our 
Saviour faith, Feb. 8. 44. That ſuch are not to enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, St. Pau! ſhews, Gal. 5. 19, Now the works of the 
fleſh ave manifeſt, ({aith he ) which are theſe; Adultery, fornication— 


Envyings, murders, drunkenneſs, reveling, and ſuch like; of the which } | 


rell you before, as 1 bave alſo told you 'm time paſt, that they which do 
ſuch things ſhall wot inherit the Kingdom of Ged. And ſaith Se. Fobr, 
1 Joh. 34.15. Whoſoever batetb 'bis brother is a murderer ; and ye know 
that mo murderer bath eternal Life abiding in bim. For Envy and Ha- 
tred and Murder eſpecially are men to be ſhut out of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. And faith St. Fobw, Rev. 21.%; But the fearful and nn- 
believing, and the abominable, and murderers, — ſhall bave their part in 
the Lake which burneth with fire and brimſfone, which # the feetnd 
death. Such bloody Murders and mercileſs Cruelties as are comrme- 
ted by the Romiſh Chyrch are thus ſeverely threarned in the Goſpel; 
and it Cries out aloud againſt them as directly contrary to it. Weare to 
tead holy and innocent Lives, andto wy great cars that we do net 
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cauſe the Chriſtian Raligion to be evil'{poken of among Unbehevers; 
are the ready way to'cauſe Jews, Turks, and Pagans ocry out againſt. 
it, when they-ſee ſuch inhumane Cruelty and mercileſs Murders com- 
mitted by the Profeſſors of it... Such bloody SpeRagles arg of 2 "wy 
moving and. frighthu ha ame Chak very MAY ang oclens. ho" EF 
that hare any fenſe of humanity! lets in';them, and rhe ready- 
xj &n ;m abbor th riſtian Religion, when they ſec ſuch 


ay co make.them | 
ol themſelves s.to a&bke the worſt of men: And for © 
this muſt they one day anſwer. And a fad thing it.is to ſee that ſuch 
as call themſelves Chriſtians ſhquld now be the greateſt. Enemies of 
- the Chriſtian Church, and pur. men to death in a mercileſs manner. 
we pi. Goſpel of Chriſt on thew, fide; By whact hath been. ſaid it is 
clear enough that the bloody 'Cruelty 'of the Ranuſh Church is not 
at all agreeable to-the Ge | of Chriſt, bur flat contrary to it. 


By theſe particulars, without .going any farther, We may ſee that 
Popery is.nat at all canfiſtent with che ſacred Scriptures and the Goſpel 
of the bleſſed: Jeſus,. but quite another Religion-direQly contrary to- 
it, even in the Fundamentals of it. For in the Chriſtian Religion 
we are taught that. Chriſt is the Head of the Church, and are poſi- 
tively commanded. to call no one Father and Maſter in ſuch a '* h 
manner, and to admit .no Competitor with him. But in Popery bh 
Pope is the Head of the Church: And cho' he pretcnds to be Chriſt's 
Vicar, yet in truth and may he is\no ſuch.thing, but aReth like a 
ſupreme Lord of the Church himſelf, and- will admit of the Chriſtian 
Law and the Commands of the Goſpel no farther than they ſuit with 
his humor and pleaſure or intereſt, and at his own will. and pleaſure 

h over-cule them ;- and herein doth take upon him-a Power above 
pur bleſſed Lord: And by theſe Papers it is plain that ths Members 
of the Romuſh Church live in an open. and-notorious violation of the 
Chriftian Law and the Commands. of the Goſpel.. Fhey call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, but in-eruth and-reality they are not-Cheiſtians, but 
nen of another Religion quite different from. Chriſtianity, and:may 
be called Papiſts in oppofition and|contradiſtinftion: ro Chriſtians : 
For as we Ch:iſtians do own Chriſt for our Head, and: profeſs our 
ſelves. to be his. Diſciples, and look. __ his Laws and. Commands as 
ſacred and to be kept inviolable, and. do engage to-take care to keep 
them :. So dothey own the Pope for their ſupreme Head, and are his 
Diſciples, and.do ſet up his Laws and Commands. that are ratified by 


? 
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his . Authority: as ſupreme and. above.the Laws and Commands of 
Chriſt, and look upon themſelves -as obliged to keep them inviolable, 
and take more care to keep them than' the Laws of Chriſt The Romiſh 
Church notwithſtanding its outward profeflion of Chriſtianity, yet in 
' reality is not to be looked upon as any part of the erue Chriſtian 
Church, but as a People of another new Religion. And there is no 
doubt to me but that the Papiſts are the Gentiles ſpoken of Rev. 11.2 ; 
- and that the time is now at hand that they ſhall tread the holy City, 
the true Church of Chriſt, under foot forty and two months: And 
that the Popedom and Romiſh Church is the Beaſt that aſcendech our 
of the bottomleſs Pit, that ſhall make War with: the Witneſſes of God 
and overcome them —-': And. that thoſe. names of Sodow, Egypr, and 
Beabylon.the Great do belong to Reme and the Romiſh Church. And 
the Learned and Reverend Archbiſhop Uſher, Dr. Mere, and Dr. Barrow 
do not ſay much leſs. [ Archbihop Ulher's Predifions, Dr. More's 
Antidote againſt Idolatry, Dr. Barrows's Theatiſe of the Pope's Supre- 
macy.] And we may ſee that Divine Providence hath afforded as great 
« Cpu of Witneſſes againſt Porery in. theſe Jacrer ages of the World, 
as:ithath againſt the Pagan IdolJatries in the-Primitive times of Chri- 
ſtianity. - And I ſuppoſe upon a fair examination it will appear that 
far more have died Martyrs here in Europe in teſtifying the Truth a- 
gainſt Popery, thao have died Martyrs in the time of the Pagan Em- 
perors in teſtifying che Truth in. eppoſicion to Pagan Idolatry. And- 
when theſe things are fairly conſidered, I cannot ſee, but that Chri- 
ſtians heretofore might, with as much ſafety to their Souls, turn to 
Pagan Idolatry, as Proteſtants may now turn to Popery. The glorious 
Martyrs that have ſuffered in the Popiſh Perſecutions arg as high a Te- 
flimony. againſt Popery, as any that can be found, I believe, againſt 
Pagan Idolatry, And for my part 1 do not ſee how Proteſtants chat 
turn. to. Popery Gan be. ſaved, or how. Papiſts that wilfully continue 
therein when they ſee and conſider theſe things, can be faved and. 
eſcape eternal Deſtrution. How far God may extend Mercy over 
and above the declarations of the Goſpel, in pitying the ignorance 
and infirmities of ſome, is an Arcanum that we cannot look into, and. 
belongs not to us to open. But as to the declarations of the Goſpel : 
there 15 certainly no hope of Salvation to be had in the Romiſh Charch, . 
as it is now corrupted.. And if any one thinks that I ſtrain the Cord. 
too far, and would have me to remember to keep within the bounds 
of Charity ; I return him this anſwer ; That 1 am mn Charity with - 
all the World, as | hope, and defire the Good and Well-being of all 
men both here and hereafter; And that I think ut far greater Charity: 
| TE 
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to deal plainly and fincerely in'a matter of ſug weight ard moment,” 
than to uſe any deceitft} and treacherous Flattery'ro the: deluding of 
mens tous and immortal] Sonks, and to give chem any juſt canſb 
to curſe me hereafter, when they are wrapt up in Eternal Wo and 
Miſery. I believe St. Pewl and St. Fobm were men full of erue Chri- 
ſtian Charity ; and yet they poſitively declare, that thoſe that commit 
ſuch ſins as they enumerate and- reckon 'up, are not like to be ſaved: 
but to be eternally damned, if they do not repent in time. And fee- 
ing the Romiſh Church is ſo notoriouſly guiley of many of thoſe very 
;ins, there is no cauſe that any good [Body ſhould be offended at me 
for aſſerting, That there is no hope'of Salvation to be had in that 
Church; and for being willing to fave both Proteſtants. and Paprſts, 
by endeavouring to keep the one Party fromfalling to ſuch a'corrupe 
and ſinful Rehgion, and to'draw the other from it. And our Church 
in effe& declareth as mnch as I do: For in gry ny Ciced we have 
theſe Words : Which Faith, except every one do keep whole and unde- 
filed, without doubt be ſhall periſh coelaingly And our Church he- 
>ving made ns a part her © | k Liturgy, hereb doth 'ſhew : 
char this is her ſenſe, and that this was the' ſenſe and j ne of the 
Primitive times. And ſeeing the Romiſh Church doth not keep the 
Catholick Faith whole and undefiled, as tt it clear enough by theſe 
Papers, therefore our Church doth declare that the Papiſts and Mem- 
bers of the Popiſh Church are like-to' periſh everlaſtingly, if they do 
not repent in time. V5.5, 2407s TW 


Ta conclude then, ſeeing Popery 1s ſo notorious 2 violation of the 
bleſſed Word of God, and there are fuch plain declarations in the (a- 
cred Scriptures againſt it ; ſeeing no leſs than Eternal Death is threat- 
ned to the things that are conſtantly pradtiſed therein, andthe Pro» 
feſſors of it are accounted no better than Gentiles m the Revelation 
of St. Fobn ; ſecing God hath ſer a whole Cloud of Witneſſes and Mar: 

rsto give teſtimony againſt it by reſiſting unto Blood, and by chu- 
{1ng faker to be burnt to death 1n the fire than eo turn to it; From 
hence we may well be aflured'of the finfulneſs of this Religion, and 


+ that it js at the hazard of our Lives and Souls if weturn to it. There 


1s no halting in this caſe; for if we turn to it, we go preſumptuc 
upon Deftru&ion. Let us then be wiſe betimes, and not ont 
Eternity, and run wilfully into the Lake of everlaſting fire.. Let us 
not by a little Terror of men be driven toir, and fo bring the Curſe 
and Wrath of Almighty God upon our ſelves. Bur ſeeing we are 
warned of its coming before hand, let us do what we can to prepare 
| our 
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our ſelves againſt it, that we may not be born away with the violence: 
of 1r when it cometh. Let us reform and amend our finful lives, and. 


be in a readineſs to dye, if God ſhould call us to _—_ _— ceſtimony 
againſt it; and let us then call upon him for his blefſed Afiſtance, 
and go cheerfully to the Stake, rather than to turn to ſo finful a Re- 
ligion, wherein we are like co periſh to all Ecernity: 
And I deſire that all well minded Papiſts would ſeriouſly conſider 
what is ſaid here, and lay it to heart, and not hearken to deludin 
Prieſts and Jeſuits. I hope and am fully perſuaded that Mercy Joth 
| yet wait-upon them, and that if. they will now return from Popery 
and become good Chriſtians, and live according to the Precepts and 


Commands of the Goſpel, they may preſerve their Souls; and that 


God will paſs by their Provocations hitherto. But if they do not 


now repent and return, I doube it will go very fore with the Papiſts - 


of theſe Kingdoms. For as I am confident and well affured that Po- 


pery is at hand, and will prevail. herefor a time; ſo am I alſo confi- 


dent that after the 42 Months, Rev..1 1. 2, are expired, it will be dri- 
ven out-again ; and then I fear that the Wrath of God will fall very 
heavy both upon Papiſts, and upon ſuch Proteſtants as turn to Popery. 
It is very probable that there may be ſome Bloodſhed at its entrance ; 
but I expeR that the great Slaughter and Deſtruction of men will be 


when itvs driven out again. You may peruſe The Watch-man's- 


yu Mercy and Goodneſs would have mercy upon the whole King: 
43 


eſerrs us ſafe unto his eternal and bleſſed Kingdom, for his- 
Yon Chriſt Jeſus's ſake : Amen. "0 
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